
The Roosevelts 
 

3.1 Theodore Roosevelt: His Life and Times on Film 
 
DATA-DVD, (2008) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
Library of Congress film collection on President Theodore Roosevelt. See accompanying guide for an overview of all films on 
this DVD. It can only be viewed on a PC. 

 

3.2 The Democrat and the Dictator 
“A Walk Through the Twentieth Century with Bill Moyers” series 
 
DVD-PAL, 58 minutes (19??) (No Region Code), Average Quality 
 
This documentary sheds light on the career of both the Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt and the dictator Adolf Hitler. Thus 
the famous speeches of both men are compared, as well as their ideology and propaganda campaigns. 

 

3.3 Eleanor Roosevelt’s World 
 
DVD-PAL, 50 minutes (1959-1962) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
Selections from ER’s television program “Prospects of Mankind,” a program of interviews at Brandeis University, 1959-1962 
with as guests: Senator, President J.F. Kennedy, Henry Kissinger, Bertrand Russell, Hubert Humphrey, J.K. Galbraith, Nelson 
Rockefeller, Adlai Stevenson Julius Nyerere, Chester Bowles, Sargent Shriver, Brezinski. Topics discussed are NATO, Peace 
Corps, Vietnam, disarmament, Third World, Cold War, Women’s Rights. 

 

3.4 Eleanor Roosevelt: First Lady of the World 
 
DVD-PAL, 90 minutes (1982) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
Dramatized television play with Dutch subtitles about the achievements of Eleanor Roosevelt in the period 1945-1948. The 
film tells the story of her acceptance of the U.N. position, her work behind the scenes, her relationship with friends and 
relatives, and her victory in 1948 when the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The film 
ends with original footing on ER and an after-word by her grandson Curtis Roosevelt. 

 

3.5 Theodore Roosevelt: Roughrider to Rushmore 
“A Biography” series 
 
DVD-NTSC, 50 minutes (1995) (No Region Code) 
 
An intimate portrait of Theodore Roosevelt, which ranges from Roosevelt’s sickly childhood to his remarkable career as 
amongst other things a police commissioner, conservationist, soldier and, eventually president of the United States. 

 



3.6 TR: The Story of Theodore Roosevelt 
“The American Experience” series 
 
DVD-NTSC, 225 minutes (2006) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
Host David McCullough tells the story of TR’s life. He emphasizes his relationship with his parents, esp. with his father. 
Part 1 deals with his youth and upbringing, esp. with his role in the Spanish-American War. 
Part 2 is about the Bully Pulpit, TR’s first term. It describes the Miners’ Strike of 1902, the anti-trust measures, the 
Roosevelt Corollary, the Panama Canal and the other, softer side of TR. Part 3 & 4 lasts two hours and reveals TR’s biggest 
mistake: his public announcement of not wanting to seek a third term. From 1907 his power waned. The story line 
emphasizes his turn to conquering nature, if his political initiatives fail, and his desire to experience heroic death. The 
friendship with William H. Taft develops into a cold enmity (his other friends, such as Henry Cabot Lodge are not 
mentioned). Relatively new is the story about his deteriorating health (half-blind, malaria, leg injury). His final campaign to 
support the Great War took an ugly anti-foreign turn. Especially the death of his favorite son Quentin made him doubt the 
wisdom of glorifying war and struggle. Interviews with William Harbaugh, John M. Blum, John Milton Cooper, John A. Gable, 
Walter La Feber and some family members. It is sympathetic to TR and even the Panama Canal scheme is treated from an 
American perspective. 

 

3.7a FDR 
“The American Experience” series 
 
2 DVD-NTSC, 250 minutes (2006) (Region Code 1), Good Quality 
 
This documentary, consisting of two volumes, gives a detailed account of the life and career of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Volume 1 
Part 1: The Center of the World (1882-1921) 
This part explores FDR’s family background, his run for political office as New York state senator, his years in Washington as 
assistant secretary of the Navy and his presidency. It also chronicles the courtship of Eleanor, their troubled marriage, 
including his love affair with Lucy Mercer. This affair, which nearly ended their marriage, encouraged Eleanor to embrace a 
life of her own and become politically active.  
Part 2: Fear Itself (1921-1933) 
This documentary begins with FDR’s paralysis at age 1939 and follows his struggle to rehabilitate himself. Eleanor starts to 
develop her own political skills. FDR returns to the national political theater as nominee for the Democratic Party and wins 
the presidency: a man who could not walk leads a country crippled by the Depression. 

 

3.7b FDR 
“The American Experience” series 
 
2 DVD-NTSC, 250 minutes (2006) (Region Code 1), Good Quality 
 
This documentary, consisting of two volumes, gives a detailed account of the life and career of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Volume 2 
Part 3: The Grandest Job in the World (1933-1940) 
The irony of FDR’s presidency was that a man of privilege came to be identified with measures that made him a hero to a 
vast and varied coalition of ordinary Americans, and a villain to members of his own social class. This part how his programs 
and personal style restored confidence in the Americans. 
Part 4: The Juggler (1940-1945) 
FDR maneuvered support for England before leading his country into World War. His relationships with Churchill and Stalin, 
his efforts to keep the legacy of the New Deal, and his failing health are dealt with. 

 



3.8 Roosevelt and the New Deal 
 
DVD-PAL, 22 minutes (1977) (No Region Code), Average Quality 
 
Excellent BBC documentary about the Depression and FDR’s solutions. It starts with the dismal circumstances of 1932, 
provides a short biography of FDR and Eleanor, his campaign and inauguration. The Brains Trust helps him to explore 
feasible solutions. A short overview of the most significant alphabet organizations and the problems of various parts of the 
population. The Dust Bowl victims are contrasted with the Hollywood glitter. FDR’s opponents and the Court Packing case. 
Eventually, the war preparations help to revive the economy.  

 
This episode is also part of the Twentieth Century History series. See number 1.116 for ‘Roosevelt and the New Deal’ in 
good quality. 

 

3.9 The Speeches Collection ― Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
DVD-NTSC, 45 minutes (1990) (No Region Code) 
 
This documentary shows fragments of the inaugurations of 1933 and 1937, fire-side chats, campaign speeches. The tape 
does not provide complete coverage of the speeches, but parts, some brief, some lengthy.  

 

3.10 FDR: 
 
Man in the White House 
 
DVD-PAL, 30 minutes (1989) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
After a documentary introduction showing footage of the nomination, election campaign, and inauguration of FDR, actor 
Robert Vaughn, in wheel chair with cigarette, tells jokes and the story of his life, from the days he was struck with polio. He 
reveals his friendships, his political strategy, his way of dealing with the press and his counselors, but also how he moves 
around as a handicapped person, and how that formed his attitude towards life and politics. 

 

3.11 Eleanor Roosevelt 
“The American Experience” series 
 
DVD-NTSC, 150 minutes (2005) (Region Code 1), Good Quality 
 
This PBS-documentary provides an in-depth account of Eleanor Roosevelt’s life. Starting with her tragic childhood, it 
explores her rise as a politicians wife and politician in her own right. Rare home movies, the voice recordings of Eleanor 
Roosevelt herself, and still photographs are interwoven with recollections from friends and relatives, including 
grandchildren Nina Roosevelt Gibson, Eleanor Seagraves, Franklin Roosevelt III, Curtis Roosevelt, and niece Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Civil rights leader James Farmer, in one of the last interviews given before his death, describes Eleanor’s role in 
Marian Anderson’s landmark 1939 concert at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., while historians Blanche Wiesen 
Cook, Allida Black, and Geoffrey Ward examine her legacy. The documentary sheds light on both Eleanor’s personal life—
her marriage with Franklin, the Lucy Mercer affair, Eleanor’s friendship with Lorena Hickok—and her political life. Her role 
in the new deal, her position as first lady, and her role at the United Nations all feature prominently in this documentary. 

 

3.12 KRO Netwerk: Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
DVD-PAL, 15 minutes (2003) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
A short television documentary broadcasted on November 7, 2003, on the occasion of the publication of the book 
Grandmère, a personal history of Eleanor Roosevelt. The documentary intermingles interviews with the author and 
grandson David B. Roosevelt, and Professor Cornelis A. van Minnen, director of the Roosevelt Study Center, with footage of 
Eleanor Roosevelt visits to the Netherlands and het 1948 historical speech to the United Nations General Assembly. 

 



3.13 Warm Springs 
 
DVD-NTSC, 120 minutes (2004) (Region Code 1), Good Quality 
 
This five time Emmy Award wining HBO film portrays FDR not durning his presidency, but during a personal difficult time 
before his first presidential nomination while recovering from what had been diagnosed as polio. Being filmed at Warm 
Springs, Georgia, the actual site of Roosevelt’s recovery, this movie has been praised for using as many of the historic sites 
as possible. Directed by Joseph Sargent with Kenneth Branagh as FDR and Cynthia Nixon as Eleanor Roosevelt. 

 

3.14 A Rendezvous with History:The Roosevelts of Hyde Park 
 
DVD-NTSC, 22 minutes (2003) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
This documentary is made for the Henry A. Wallace Visitor and Education Center, Hyde Park, in order to give visitors of the 
FDR Presidential Library and FDR National Historic Site an introduction to the lives of Franklin Delano and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. The film alternates between historic footage and period music, and personal reflections on the lives of FDR and 
ER by two of their grandchildren, Curtis Roosevelt and Anna Eleanor Roosevelt. 

 

3.15a The Roosevelts in Newsreels (1933-1962), part 1 of 2 

 
DVD-PAL, (No Region Code), Average Quality 
 
Collection of newsreel reports on Franklin D. Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt from the National Archives, Washington D.C. 
This DVD includes newsreels 1 to 30  

 

3.15b The Roosevelts in Newsreels (1933-1962), part 2 of 2 

 
DVD-PAL, (No Region Code), Average Quality 
 
Collection of newsreel reports on Franklin D. Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt from the National Archives, Washington D.C. 
This DVD includes newsreels 31 to 42. 
 
 

3.16 The Eleanor Roosevelt Story 

 
DVD-PAL, 90 minutes (1965) (No Region Code), Good Quality 
 
Assembled three years after Eleanor Roosevelt’s death, the Oscar-winning The Eleanor Roosevelt Story is a reverent 
documentary of one of the most influential – and controversial – first ladies in American history. We watch as Eleanor 
becomes a major public figure in her own right, from her tireless support of her husband during his 1921 bout with infantile 
paralysis through her twelve years in the White House. Special attention is paid to Eleanor’s activities on behalf of civil 
rights, at a time when it was considered unfashionable (and politically suicidal) to take such stands. 
 
 

3.17 – 3.45 “The Prospects of Mankind” series 

 
From 1959 through 1962, former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt hosted twenty-nine roundtable discussions, called the 
Prospects of Mankind series, to tackle critical issues of the day that were important to Americans, as well as to the 
international community of academic, journalists, philosophers, and politicians.  
The program was produced by Educational Broadcasting Corporation (NET) and WGBH Educational Foundation. 
 
Please find below the description of each episode.  
 
 

3.17 New Possibilities for Coexistence 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 



DVD, 60 minutes (October 1959)  
 
Program Guests: V.K. Krishna, India's Defense Minister and the head of the Indian Delegation to the United Nations General 
Assembly; Robert R. Bowie, Director of the Center for International Affairs at Harvard University and former Assistant 
Secretary of State for Policy Planning; Harrison Salisbury, New York Times international expert. 
 
 

3.18 What Hopes for Disarmament  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (November 1959)  
 
Program Guests: Jules Moch, France's leading disarmament expert and representative to the United Nations General 
Assembly; Trevor Gardner, former Assistant Secretary of the Air Force and President of the Highcon[?] Manufacturing 
Company, producer of guided missile components; Saville Davis, Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. 
 
 

3.19 Foreign Aid and Economic Policy 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (December 1959)  
 
Program Guests: Madame Vijay Lakshmi Pandit, India's High Commissioner to the United Kingdom and sister of Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru (NOTE: Madame Pandit withdrew from the program and was replaced by Rajendra "Raju" 
Coomaraswamy, Delegate from Ceylon to the United Nations and former President of the Colombo Plan Council); John 
Kenneth Galbraith, Professor of Economics at Harvard University and author of The Affluent Society; Dr. Arthur Lewis, 
Deputy Director of the United Nations Special Fund, former President of the University College of the British West Indies 
and advisor to Prime Minister Nkrumah of Ghana. 
 
 

3.20 Europe Faces East and West 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (January 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Senator John F. Kennedy, member of the United States Senate's Foreign Relations Committee; Erwin D. 
Canham, Editor of The Christian Science Monitor and President of the United States Chamber of Commerce; Paul 
Rosenstein-Rodan, Professor of Economics at the Center for International Studies, M.I.T. Issues discussed on the program 
include: the two rival trade groups and the consequences for the U.S. economy, the chances for resolving the differences 
among the allies of Berlin, NATO's precarious military situation, and the prospects for a joint European- American aid 
program to the world's underdeveloped areas. NOTE: Senator John F. Kennedy announced his candidacy for the U.S. 
presidency before flying to Boston to record this program later the same day (January 2, 1960). 
 
 

3.21 Latin America: Neglected Neighbors  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (February 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Nelson Rockefeller, Governor of New York; Luis Munoz-Marin, Governor of Puerto Rico; Benjamin Cohen, 
former Chilean Ambassador to the United Nations and former Undersecretary of the United Nations; Saville Davis, 
Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. The program addresses political developments in Cuba and Panama, 
economic problems in Venezuela, the vitalization of social and financial progress in Puerto Rico ("Operation Bootstrap") and 
the future of the Central and South American republics. 
 
 

3.22 Africa: Revolution in Haste  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (March 1960)  
 



Program Guests: Julius Nyerere, founder of the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU), Chief Minister of British-ruled 
Tanganyika, later the first Prime Minister of Tanganyika (now Tanzania); Barbara Ward, resident of Ghana, distinguished 
economist, writer and lecturer at Harvard University; Ralph Bunche, Nobel Peace Prize winner and United Nations 
Undersecretary for Special Political Affairs; Saville Davis, Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. 
 
 

3.23 The American Image Abroad 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (April 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Denis W. Brogan, Professor of Political Science at Cambridge University, England; Harlan Cleveland, Dean 
of the Maxwell Graduate School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University, and senior author of The Overseas 
Americans; Santha Rama Rau, Indian author; Saville Davis, Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. The program 
examines the reasons why America is disliked in some parts of the world, and what can be done about it. Discussions focus 
on American tourists, diplomats, and businessmen in overseas activities, as well as the role American movies play in shaping 
the country's image abroad. 
 
 

3.24 China: Shadow on the Summit  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (May 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Charles O. Porter, Representative (D-Ore.) and advocate of change in the United States' policy toward 
China; Blair Fraser, Canada's leading political journalist and Editor of Maclean's Magazine; Zbigniew K. Brzezinski, member 
of the Harvard University Government Department and an Associate of the Russian Research Center and the Center for 
International Affairs at Harvard; Saville Davis, Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. The program examines the 
inclusion of China in disarmament talks, the future of Chinese- Soviet relations, and possible changes in the United States 
foreign policy on China. 
 
 

3.25 The Future of Democracy Abroad  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (June 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Adlai Stevenson, former Governor of Illinois and twice Democratic candidate for the U.S. Presidency; Dr. 
Mohammed Hatta, former Prime Minister and former Vice President of Indonesia; Henry Kissinger, Associate Director of 
Harvard University's Center for International Affairs and author of the bestseller, Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy; 
Saville Davis, Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. The program examines factors that assail the long-term 
spread and survival of democracy in the West and the underdeveloped countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, and their 
implications for U.S. policy. The program marks one of Adlai Stevenson's rare appearances on television to that point. 
 
 

3.26 Britain: Ally or Neutral 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (September 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Hugh Gaitskell, socialist member of Parliament and leader of the British Labor Party; Bertrand Russell, 
scientist, philosopher, and Nobel Prize winner in literature; Lord Robert Boothby, independent member of the House of 
Lords; Robert McKenzie, political sociologist at the London School of Economics. The program examines varying British 
points of view on defense and disarmament policies. 
 
 

3.27 European Unity: Obstacles and Goals  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (October 1960)  
 



Program Guests: Denis Healy, journalist and leading Labor Party spokesman for foreign affairs; Maurice Schumann, 
President of the French National Assembly's Foreign Affairs Commission; Anthony Nutting, Minister of State and author of 
Europe Will not Wait; Robert McKenzie, political sociologist at the London School of Economics. 
 
 

3.28 The Changing Shape of the United Nations   
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (November 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Lawrence Fuchs, Dean of the Faculty at Brandeis University and co-instructor with Eleanor Roosevelt of a 
course on international organization and law; Raymond Aron, France's leading political writer, Professor of Sociology at the 
Sorbonne, author of The Century of Total War, columnist for Le Figaro, France's leading newspaper, and author of a three 
volume study of war; General Carlos Romulo, Philippines Ambassador to the United States, President of the United Nations 
Fourth General Assembly, former President of the Security Council (1957), and co-author of the United Nations charter in 
1945; Senator Michael Mansfield (D-Mont.), probable successor to Lyndon Johnson as Senate Majority Leader and two-time 
delegate to the United Nations General Assembly. 
 
 

3.29 The Scientist and World Politics  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (December 1960)  
 
Program Guests: Sir Charles Snow, British author and physicist; Dr. Jerome Wiesner, M.I.T. professor and member of the 
President's Scientific Advisory Committee; Max Lerner, columnist and Professor of American Civilization at Brandeis 
University; Saville Davis, Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. 
 
 

3.30 Rethinking our Alliances  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (January 1961)  
 
Program Guests: Alfred Gruenther, President of the American Red Cross and former NATO Supreme Commander (1953-
1956); Richard Crossman, member of Parliament and Chairman of the British Labor Party; Hans Morgenthau, Professor of 
Political Science at the University of Chicago; Saville Davis, Managing Editor of The Christian Science Monitor. 
 
 

3.31 The Peace Corps: What Shape Shall it Take? 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (March 1961)  
 
Program Guest: President John F. Kennedy Program opens with a ten minute segment in which President Kennedy is 
interviewed one-on- one by Eleanor Roosevelt, discussing the advent of the Peace Corps. The opening segment was 
recorded at the White House in Washington, D.C. on March 5, 1961, the day the President issued the executive order 
creating the Peace Corps. The remainder of the program was recorded at WTTG Studios in Washington, D.C. Program 
Guests: Senator Hubert Humphrey (D-Minn.), chief supporter of legislation for the permanence and expansion of the Peace 
Corps, Chairman of the Disarmament Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee; Samuel Hays, author of 
The Peace Corps Task Force Report requested by President Kennedy and a social scientist in the Department of Economics 
at the University of Michigan; Senteca Kajubi, from Makere College University of East Africa in Uganda, which will receive 
the first group of Peace Corps teachers, and presently at the University of Chicago; R. Sargent Shriver, Chairman of the 
Chicago Board of Education and newly named Director of the Peace Corps. 
 
 

3.32 Congo: Challenge to the United Nations 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (April 1961)  
 



Program Guests: Ambassador Adlai Stevenson, Chief American Representative to the United Nations; G. Mennen Williams, 
Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs; Jaja Wachuku, Chairman of the United Nations- Appointed Congo 
Conciliation Commission; Rajeshwar Dayal, Dag Hammarskjold's Special Representative in the Congo; William Frye, United 
Nations correspondent for the Christian Science Monitor. 
 
 

3.33 The New Aid Policy in Action 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (May 1961)  
 
Program Guests: Chester Bowles, Undersecretary of State; Paul Hoffman, Managing Director of the United Nations Special 
Fund; Barbara Ward (Lady Jackson), resident of Ghana, journalist and visiting lecturer at Harvard University; B.K. Nehru, 
Commissioner-General for Economic Affairs in India and the nation's roving economic ambassador; Max Millikan, Director 
of the Center for International Affairs at M.I.T. 
 
 

3.34 American Capitalism: Challenged at Home and Abroad 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (September 1961)  
 
Program Guests: Walter Reuther, President of the United Automobile Workers and President of the CIO Division of the AFL-
CIO; Eric A. Johnston, President of the Motion Picture Association, former Chairman of the International Development 
Board, Special Representative of President Eisenhower to the Middle East, and President of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce from 1942-1946; Paul A. Samuelson, Professor of Economics at M.I.T. and economic advisor to candidate and 
President-elect John F. Kennedy; Robert McKenzie, well-known television moderator and a political sociologist at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science. Erwin D. Canham, Editor of the Christian Science Monitor, moderates the 
conversation (substituting for Eleanor Roosevelt). The guests discuss whether America's economic system is one of free 
enterprise or of mixed economy. They also analyze the need for more comprehensive planning to strengthen the United 
States' domestic economy and to enable the U.S. to compete successfully in world markets. 
 
 

3.35 Berlin: What Choice Remains 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (October 1961)  
 
Program opens with a ten minute interview conducted by Eleanor Roosevelt with Secretary of State Dean Rusk. Remainder 
of program is typical discussion format with program guests: Max Freedman, Washington correspondent for Britain's 
Manchester Guardian newspaper; Henry Kissinger, Director of Defense Studies at Harvard University; James Reston, Chief 
of the Washington, D.C. Bureau of the New York Times; Paul Tillich, renowned German-born theologian and philosopher; 
Dean Rusk, United States Secretary of State. 
 
 

3.36 United Nations: Future Endangered 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (November 1961)  
 
Program Guests: Harlan Cleveland, Assistant Secretary of State, in charge of United Nations Affairs, and Editor and Publisher 
of The Reporter magazine; C.S. Jha, Indian Ambassador to the United Nations; Stanley Hoffman, Professor of Government 
at Harvard University; William Frye, United Nations correspondent for The Christian Science Monitor. 
 
 

3.37 South Asia in Crisis  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (December 1961)  
 
Program Guests: Jacob Javits, Republican senator from New York, member of the Senate Banking and Currency, 
Government Operations, and Labor and Public Welfare Committees; Vu Van Thai, Director General of the budget of the Ngo 



Dinh Diem government of South Vietnam for six years before his recent resignation, currently lecturing in the U. S.; Peggy 
Durdin, longtime Far East freelance correspondent for the New York Times; Leo Cherne, Chairman of the International 
Rescue Committee and Executive Director of the Research Institute of America who has spent much time in Vietnam. The 
program addresses the present situation in Vietnam, the need for reforms in the Ngo Dinh Diem government, the extent of 
U.S. military support, the consequences for the West of the new neutralism of Laos, and the importance of the entire area 
to the free world. 
 
 

3.38 Latin America Looks at Cuba 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (January 1962)  
 
Program Guests: Adlai Stevenson, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (who introduces the program in a special ten 
minute sequence with Eleanor Roosevelt); Roberto Campos, Brazilian Ambassador to the United Nations; Theodore Draper, 
specialist in international Communism and author of Castro's Cuba and Cuba and U.S. Policy; Ted Szulc, Latin American 
correspondent for the New York Times. The program explores the possibility of a censure of Cuba at the forthcoming 
meeting of the Organization of American States, and the reasons why a number of Latin American countries are reluctant to 
take such a step. The guests also analyze Castro's Cuba as a staging area for propaganda and military intervention in other 
Latin American countries, and the Kennedy Alliance for Progress as a counter measure to the Cuban Youth. Opening 
segment with Adlai Stevenson was recorded at the United Nations in New York. 
 
 

3.39 Russia and China: What Does the Future Hold  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (February 1962)  
 
Program Guests: Allen Dulles, former Director of the Central Intelligence Agency; Reinhold Niebuhr, renowned Protestant 
theologian and Visiting Professor of Government at Harvard University; Lord Lindsay of Birker, Professor and Chairman of 
the Far Eastern Program of the School of International Service at the American University in Washington, D.C.; Seymour 
Friedin, recently appointed Executive Foreign Editor of the New York Herald Tribune; Marshall Shulman, Associate Director 
of the Russian Research Center at Harvard University. The program explores the causes of the present Russia-China rift and 
the likelihood of its developing into a complete break. The guests discuss specific U.S. foreign policy moves that might be 
made to take advantage of the dispute as well as the directions that Soviet foreign policy might take as a result of the rift. 
 
 

3.40 The Future of France  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (March 1962)  
 
Program Guests: Raymond Aron, political writer for Le Figaro, France's leading newspaper, and holder of the the Sociology 
Chair at the Sorbonne; Maurice Shumann, President of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the French National Assembly; 
Stephen Hessel, career diplomat, presently Director for International Cultural Exchange at the Ministry of National 
Education in Paris; Alfred Grosser, Professor of Political Science at the Institute of Political Sciences and Visiting Professor at 
the Johns Hopkins University Center in Bologna. This program was produced at the facilities of the Radiodiffusion Television 
Francaise and with the assistance of the staff of Pierre Lazareff's "Cinq Collones a la Une," often cited as the leading 
example of television journalism in Europe. 
 
 

3.41 Our Relationship with the Common Market  
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (April 1962)  
 
Program Guests: George Ball, Undersecretary of State (postlude only); Robert Marjolin, Vice President of the Commission of 
the European Economic Community; Kenneth Younger, Director General of Chatham House (the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs in London); Albert Kervyn (Baron Albert Kervyn de Lettenhove), Director of Belgium's National Planning 
Office; Edwin Dale, European economic correspondent for the New York Times. The program examines the prospects of 
Great Britain's joining the European Common Market (official name: European Economic Community) and what such a 
move would mean to the United States. It further explores the differences between the Common Market idea and Atlantic 



partnership, as well as the relation between President Kennedy's tariff bill and the Common Market. The major portion of 
this program was recorded at Radiodiffusion Television Francaise in Paris. A postlude with Undersecretary of State George 
Ball was recorded in Washington, D.C. 
 
 

3.42 New Vistas for Television 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (May 1962)  
 
Program Guests: Newton Minow, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission; John F. White, President of the 
National Educational Television and Radio Center; Irving Gitlin, Executive Producer, Creative Projects, NBC News; Marya 
Mannes, well-known critic and writer, on staff of The Reporter magazine. 
 
 

3.43 What Status for Women? 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (June 1962)  
 
The program opens with a ten minute segment in which President Kennedy is interviewed one- on-one by Eleanor 
Roosevelt at the White House in Washington, D.C. The remainder of the program follows the usual discussion format, with 
Eleanor Roosevelt as moderator. Program Guests: Arthur Goldberg, United States Secretary of Labor; Agda Rossel, Swedish 
Ambassador to the United Nations; Thomas Mendenhall, President of Smith College; Mirra Komarovsky, Head of the 
Department of Sociology at Barnard College, author of Women in the Modern World: Their Education and Their Dilemmas. 
 
 

3.44 Nuclear Test Ban: The First Step to Arms Control 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (May 1961)  
 
Program Guests: Henry Kissinger, Representative Chester Holifield, British Labour MP John Strachey, and Laurence Martin. 

The debate focuses on the international test ban negotiations and their strategic effectiveness. Mrs. Roosevelt’s guests 

discuss the controversial issue of the mutual inspections as well as the genetic risks concerning the radioactive fallout. 

International arms control and nuclear proliferation are included among the number of the most urgent international 

issues. 

 

 

3.45 America’s Propaganda Capabilities 
“The Prospects of Mankind” series 
 
DVD, 60 minutes (May 1961)  
 
Program Guests: Edward R. Murrow, one of American journalism’s greatest figures, Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., who at that 

time was one of the most trusted Kennedy’s advisors and President’s Special Assistant, Indian journalist Chanchal Sarkar, 

and syndicated Washington columnist Roscoe Drummund. Due to guests’ professional profile and interests, the episode is 

centered on American mass media political role. 

 

 

3.46 My Girl TISA 
 

DVD-PAL, 95 minutes (1948) (No Region Code), Good Quality 

 

This love story is a whimsical turn-of-the-century comedy/drama. A pretty immigrant girl (Lillie Palmer) is determined to 

save enough money to bring her father to America. When she falls for an aspiring lawyer (Sam Wanamaker), he begs her to 

let him use her savings for his education. Torn between her father and the man she loves, a series of comic misadventures 



leaves her on the verge of being deported. Just when it seems all hope is lost, none other than PRESIDENT THEODORE 

ROOSEVELT shows up to solve her dilemma. [This is at the very end of the film; the last 5 minutes]. 

 

 

3.47 Get Action (1858-1901), part 1 of 7 
"The Roosevelts: An Intimate History" by Ken Burns, PBS Series 

 

DVD-PAL, 113 minutes (2014) (No Region Code), New 

 

Young Theodore Roosevelt transforms himself into a vigorous champion of the strenuous life and later becomes the 

youngest president in American history at 42. Franklin Delano Roosevelt follows his older cousin's career and begins to 

think he might one day follow in his footsteps. 

 

Ken Burn's epic seven-part documentary weaves the stories of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of 

one of the most prominent and influential families in American politics, into a single narrative for the first time. 

 

 

3.48 In the Arena (1901-1910), part 2 of 7 
"The Roosevelts: An Intimate History" by Ken Burns, PBS Series 

 

DVD-PAL, 113 minutes (2014) (No Region Code), New 

 

President Theodore Roosevelt battles corporate greed, builds the Panama Canal and preserves American wilderness. FDR 

marries Eleanor Roosevelt, the daughter of Theodore's brother, Elliott, and they begin a family. Offered a chance to run for 

the New York State senate, Franklin jumps at the chance. 

 

Ken Burn's epic seven-part documentary weaves the stories of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of 

one of the most prominent and influential families in American politics, into a single narrative for the first time. 

 

 

3.49 The Fire of Life (1910-1919), part 3 of 7 
"The Roosevelts: An Intimate History" by Ken Burns, PBS Series 

 

DVD-PAL, 113 minutes (2014) (No Region Code), New 

 

Theodore Roosevelt leads a Progressive crusade that splits his own party, undertakes an expedition into the South 

American jungle, campaigns for American entry into WWI – and pays a terrible personal price. Franklin masters wartime 

Washington as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, while Eleanor engages in war work. Theodore's death provides Franklin with 

a golden opportunity. 

 

Ken Burn's epic seven-part documentary weaves the stories of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of 

one of the most prominent and influential families in American politics, into a single narrative for the first time. 

 

 

3.50 The Storm (1920-1933), part 4 of 7 
"The Roosevelts: An Intimate History" by Ken Burns, PBS Series 

 

DVD-PAL, 113 minutes (2014) (No Region Code), New 

 

Franklin Roosevelt runs for vice president in 1920. Stricken with polio, he spends seven years struggling without success to 

walk again, while Eleanor builds a personal and political life of her own. FDR returns to politics in 1928 and, as governor of 

New York, acts with such vigor and imagination during the first years of the Great Depression that de Democrats nominate 

him for president in 1932. 

 



Ken Burn's epic seven-part documentary weaves the stories of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of 

one of the most prominent and influential families in American politics, into a single narrative for the first time. 

 

 

3.51 The Rising Road (1933-1939), part 5 of 7 
"The Roosevelts: An Intimate History" by Ken Burns, PBS Series 

 

DVD-PAL, 113 minutes (2014) (No Region Code), New 

 

Aimed at ending the Depression, FDR's sweeping New Deal restores the people's self-confidence and transforms the 

relationship between them and the government. Eleanor rejects the traditional role of first lady and becomes a sometimes 

controversial political force. As the decade ends, FDR questions whether to run for an unprecedented third term and how 

to deal with the rise of Hitler 

 

Ken Burn's epic seven-part documentary weaves the stories of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of 

one of the most prominent and influential families in American politics, into a single narrative for the first time. 

 

 

3.52 The Common Cause (1939-1944), part 6 of 7 
"The Roosevelts: An Intimate History" by Ken Burns, PBS Series 

 

DVD-PAL, 112 minutes (2014) (No Region Code), New 

 

FDR shatters the third-term tradition, struggles to prepare the country to enter Word War II and, after Pearl Harbor, helps 

set the course toward Allied victory. Meanwhile, Eleanor struggles to keep New Deal reforms alive in wartime and travels to 

the Pacific to comfort wounded servicemen. 

 

Ken Burn's epic seven-part documentary weaves the stories of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of 

one of the most prominent and influential families in American politics, into a single narrative for the first time. 

 

 

3.53 A Strong and Active Faith (1944-1962), part 7 of 7 
"The Roosevelts: An Intimate History" by Ken Burns, PBS Series 

 

DVD-PAL, 108 minutes (2014) (No Region Code), New 

 

Frail and failing but determined to see the war trough victory, FDR wins re-election and begins planning for a peaceful 

postwar world, but a cerebral hemorrhage kills him at 63. After his death, Eleanor proves herself a shrewd politician and a 

skilled negotiator, as well as a champion of civil rights, civil liberties and the United Nations. When she dies in 1962, she is 

widely mourned. 

 

Ken Burn's epic seven-part documentary weaves the stories of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, three members of 

one of the most prominent and influential families in American politics, into a single narrative for the first time. 


