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INTRODUCTION

Spanning thirty-seven years, from the later New Deal period to the immediate post-

Watergate years, the recently declassified FBI headquarters file on the House Committee on

Un-American  Activities  (HUAC) represents  a  richly  detailed source  for  the  study of  the

relationship between one of the most powerful executive branch bureaucracies and one of the

most controversial congressional investigating committees of the twentieth century. The file

contains hundreds of substantive documents on such major historical issues and developments

as the legislative-executive conflict of the Franklin Roosevelt and early Cold War eras; the

Hollywood Ten hearings and the entertainment industry blacklists of the McCarthy era; and

the civil rights, antiwar, and black nationalist movements of the 1960s.

Established by the House of Representatives in May 1938 as the Special Committee to

Investigate Un-American Activities, HUAC was made the permanent, standing Committee on

Un-American  Activities  seven  years  later.  HUAC received  a  new  name (Committee  on

Internal Security) and mandate in 1969 and was abolished in January 1975 as both houses of

Congress were preparing to investigate the intelligence community in the wake of Watergate.

The committee's most famous alumnus, Richard Nixon,' rode its best-known investigation, the

Alger  Hiss-Whittaker  Chambers  case,  into  national  prominence  and  eventually  the  Oval

Office. Hundreds of other prominent Americans testified before the committee as "friendly"

or  "unfriendly"  witnesses,  including  the  current  president  of  the  United  States,  Ronald

Reagan, who appeared in 1947 after he had been recommended to HUAC by the FBI.

Many of the documents in the first part of the file (1938-45) concern the political

warfare waged by HUAC's first chairman, the conservative Texas Democrat Martin Dies,

2



against the reform state. If partisan and more than a bit irresponsible, the Dies Committee's

explicit  charge—that  the  Roosevelt  administration  was  somehow  furthering  an

international Communist conspiracy—commanded frontpage newspaper headlines and, on

occasion, the indirect support of the FBI and its conservative director. At the same time, J.

Edgar Hoover considered the Dies Committee a direct threat to the bureau's autonomy and

bureaucratic domain. As a result, the first portion of the file not only illuminates the roles

played by the FBI and the Dies Committee in raising the specter of the Democratic party's

complicity, unwitting or otherwise, in the international Communist conspiracy, but it also

illustrates how the conservative and politically motivated FBI pursued the twin goals of

autonomy and bureaucratic empire building. To further document the rivalry between the

FBI and the Dies Committee,  despite the general  agreement on the need to purge the

federal civil service, J. Edgar Hoover's official and confidential file on Martin Dies has

been included.

The second and largest part of the HUAC file, covering the years 1945-69, is also

characterized  by  this  same  type  of  love-hate  relationship.  On  the  one  hand,  FBI

ministrations were often direct and pervasive. In 1947, as HUAC and its new chairman, J.

Parnell  Thomas, were preparing for the Hollywood Ten hearings,  Hoover ordered the

special agent in charge of the bureau's Los Angeles office "to extend every assistance to

this Committee." In 1959, two years after Senator Joseph McCarthy died and nearly five

years after  grade-school  and high-school  civics texts  began to report  the death of  the

McCarthy era, the FBI leaked dossiers on seventy-one public-school teachers employed in

the Los Angeles and San Francisco areas to the committee's staff director. The FBI hoped

"the exposure of these subjects ... and the attendant publicity could result in their removal

from the school system in California." On the other hand, the file reveals the continuing

bickering and feuding between Hoover's FBI and the Un-American Activities Committee

over such issues as the use of FBI informants as friendly witnesses or the hiring of former

agents  as  investigators.  This  ambivalent  relationship  continued  into  the 1960s  during

the investigations of student and other groups calling for HUAC's abolition, the Ku Klux

Klan, the race riots of 1965 and 1967, and the Vietnam peace movement. FBI executives

worked closely with the committee during certain investigations (the Klan probe in the

mid-1960s and the Students for a Democratic Society probe in the late 1960s and early

1970s, for example) but refused requests for aid in other cases.
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The  third  and  last  part  of  the  file,  spanning  the  years  1969-75,  records  the

emergence of the terrorist as the new bete noire. This period encompasses the apex of the

FBI's domestic intelligence empire and the beginnings of the first substantive challenge to

the surveillance consensus. Most of the final serials in the file concern the committee's

attempts  to  protect  the  FBI  from  other  (unfriendly) congressional  investigating

committees and provide bureau officials with a forum to explain and defend their agency's

record of spying on law-abiding American citizens.

The FBI headquarters file on HUAC will be of interest to political historians and

political  scientists  concerned with the New Deal,  the domestic  Cold  War,  the protest

movements of the 1960s, and the events and legacies of the Watergate period. The file

provides a unique glimpse into the world of HUAC, the most resilient of the Red-hunting

congressional  investigating  committees,  and  the  world  of  the  FBI,  a  disciplined,

resourceful,  and highly motivated political  elite in  constant  pursuit  of  ideological  and

bureaucratic objectives. During the Hoover years, the FBI retained a remarkable degree of

autonomy and compiled an equally remarkable record of influencing national politics and

shaping  public  opinion  on  the  alleged  threat  posed  by  un-American  activities  to  the

nation's security. The HUAC file contributes to our understanding of the FBI's impact on

the American polity and suggests that the bureau belongs in the mainstream of recent

political history, and not on the periphery. Social historians and sociologists will find the

file valuable for the information it provides on the strategies and aspirations of a broad

range of dissident Americans, from Communist party functionaries and the Ku Klux Klan

grand dragons to grassroots activists from the dozens of obscure groups that coalesced

around the HUAC abolition movement and helped give birth to the New Left.

Kenneth O'Reilly 
University of Alaska, Anchorage
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CONTENTS

Roll Frame

No. No.

1 0001-0101 Dies Committee, May 27, 1938 - May 24, 1939

0103-0146 Martin Dies, Official & Confidential

0148-0435 Dies Committee, May 22, 1939 - Nov 26, 1940

0437-0663 Dies Committee, Nov 14, 1940 -Nov 27, 1940

0665-0974 Dies Committee, Nov 27, 1940 - Dec 2, 1940

0976-1335 Dies Committee, Dec 13, 1940 - Dec 10, 1940

1337-End Dies Committee, Nov 28, 1940 - Dec 17, 1940

2 0001-0046 Dies Committee, Nov 28, 1940 - Dec 17, 1940 (cont)

0048-0368 Dies Committee, Dec 18, 1940 -Mar 26, 1941

0370-0618 Dies Committee, Mar 29, 1941 - June 2, 1941

0620-0887 Dies Committee, June 14, 1941 - Dec 22, 1941

0888-1189 Dies Committee, Dec 17, 1941 - Aug 31, 1942

1191-1497 Dies Committee, Scp 12, 1942 - Nov 26, 1944

1499-1564 HUAC, Jan 5, 1945 - Scp 20, 1945

1566-End HUAC, Dec 4, 1945 - October 1947

3 0001-0142 HUAC, Dec 4, 1945 - October 1947 (cont)

0144-0200 HUAC, Oct 18, 1947 -May 1, 1948

0202-0386 HUAC, May 29, 1948 - Fcb 1 , 1949

0388-0582 HUAC, Dec 15, 1948 -Mar 4, 1950

0584-0720 HUAC, Jun 14, 1950- Nov 28, 1950

0722-0825 HUAC, Nov 30, 1950 -May 24, 1951

0827-0892 HUAC, Jun 8, 1951 - Fcb 8, 1952

0894-0943 HUAC, Fcb 24, 1952 - Apr 29, 1952

0945-1109 HUAC, May 2, 1952- Nov 21, 1952

1111-1356 HUAC, Dec 12, 1952 -Scp 16, 1953

1358-1487 HUAC, Oct 5, 1953 -Nov 16, 1953

1489-End HUAC, Nov 3, 1953 - Fcb 12, 1954
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Roll Frame

No. No.

4 0001-0062 HUAC, Nov 3, 1953 - Feb 12, 1954 (cont)

0064-0213 HUAC, Feb 10, 1954 -Mar 12, 1954

0215-0476 HUAC, Mar 25, 1954 - May 22, 1954

0478-0811 HUAC, Jun 2, 1954 - Sep 24, 1954

0813-0917 HUAC, Scp 10, 1954 - Oct 27, 1954

0919-1111 HUAC, Nov 3, 1954 - Feb 23, 1955

1113-1330 HUAC, Feb 18, 1955 - Sep 6, 1955

1332-1552 HUAC, Mar 29, 1955 - Jul 28, 1955

1554-1668 HUAC, Scp 14, 1955 - Nov 28, 1955

1670-End HUAC, Nov 22, 1955 -Feb 2, 1956

5 0001-0086 HUAC, Nov 22, 1955 - Feb 2, 1956 (cont)

0088-0303 HUAC, Feb 1, 1956 -May 16, 1956

0305-0520 HUAC, May 14, 1956 -Aug 10, 1956

0522-0689 HUAC, Aug 15, 1956 -Nov 21, 1956

0691-0818 HUAC, Nov 21, 1956 -Feb 15, 1957

0820-1013 HUAC, Feb 1 1 , 1957 - Apr 25, 1957

1015-1089 HUAC, Apr 30, 1957 - Jul 2, 1957

1091-1236 I IUAC, Jul 9, 1957 - Oct 3, 1957

1238-1328 HUAC, Sep 20, 1957 - Nov 25, 1957

1330-1487 HUAC, Nov 6, 1957 -Jan 14, 1958

1489-End HUAC, Jan 23, 1958 - Feb 20, 1958

6 0001-0161 HUAC, Feb 26, 1958 - Mar 19, 1958

0163-0374 HUAC, Mar 21, 1958 -Jul 11, 1958

0376-0564 HUAC, Jul 10, 1958 -Sep 25, 1958

0566-0707 HUAC, Sep 29, 1958 - Nov 14, 1958

0709-0851 HUAC, Oct 20, 1958 - Jan 22, 1959

0853-1023 HUAC,Fcb 11, 1959 -Mar 31, 1959

1025-1217 HUAC, Apr 1 , 1959 - Jun 9, 1959

1219-1397 HUAC, Jun 30, 1959 - Scp 15, 1959

1399-End HUAC, Oct 7, 1959 - Dec 22, 1959
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Roll     Frame

No.      No.                   

7 0001-0030 HUAC, Oct 7, 1959 - Dec 22, 1959 (cont)

0032-0175 HUAC, Dec 28, 1959 -Apr 22, 1960

            0177-0447 HUAC, Apr 27, 1 960 - Aug 8, 1960

0449-0668 HUAC, Aug 16, 1960 - Dec 22, 1960

0670-0839 HUAC, Nov 30, 1960 - Jan 30, 1961

0841-1101 HUAC, Jan 31, 1961 -Feb 9, 1961

1103-1251 HUAC, Feb 21, 1961 -Feb 27, 1961

1253-1541 HUAC, Mar 2, 1961 -Mar 13, 1961

1543-End HUAC, Mar 15, 1961 -Mar 29, 1961

8          0001-0088      HUAC, Mar 15, 1961 - Mar 29, 1961 (cont)

            0090-0365      HUAC, Mar 8,1961 - Apr 10, 1961

            0368-0653      HUAC, Apr 14,1961 - May 4, 1961

            0655-0858      HUAC, May 10, 1961 -Jul 10, 1961

            0860-1085      HUAC, Jul 21, 1961 - Apr 17, 1962

            1087-1262      HUAC, Apr 19, 1962 -May 3, 1962

            1264-1398      HUAC, May 9, 1962 - Dec 4, 1962

            1400-1564      HUAC, Dec 7, 1962 - Jul 3, 1963

            1566-End       HUAC, Jul 3,1963 - May 13,1964
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9          0001-0134        HUAC, Jul 3, 1963 -May 13, 1964 (cont) 

            0136-0277        HUAC, May 13, 1964 - Sep 10, 1964 

            0279-0400        HUAC, Sep 25,1964 - Mar 22,1965 

            0402-0555        HUAC, Mar 31,1965 - May 25,1965 

            0557-0674        HUAC, May 21, 1965 - Oct 19, 1965 

            0676-0849        HUAC, Jun 18, 1965 - Oct 19, 1965 

            0851-0907        HUAC, Oct 11, 1965 - Jan 3,1966 

            0909-1051        HUAC, Jan 5, 1966-Jun 14, 1966 

            1053-1156        HUAC, Aug22, 1966-Aug 2, 1967 

            1158-1245        HUAC, Feb 4,1965 - Feb 6, 1969 

            1247-1336        House Internal Security Committee, Feb 19, 1969 - Oct 22, 1969 

            1338-1539        House Internal Security Committee, Oct 28,1969-May 6, 1972 

            1541-1671        Internal Security Committee, Mar 15, 1972-Aug 27, 1973 

            1673-1774         House Internal Security Committee, Aug 15, 1973-Apr 8, 1974

            1776-End          House Internal Security Committee, Apr 12, 1974-Nov 8, 1978
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