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Introduction

Fiorello H. La Guardia was born in New York City December 11, 1882, to Italian immi-
grant parents. When his father, a musician by pedd@, joined the U.S. Army as a bandmas-
ter in 1885, the family left New York and moved weSfter moving several times to various
army posts, the La Guardia family finally arrivedVehipple Barracks, Arizona Territory in
1892. Here, Fiorello spent the longest period sfdhildhood.

In 1898 when Fiorello's father was discharged ftbe army because of ill health, the
family moved to Italy and settled in Trieste. Howevin 1900 the young Fiorello left home for
Budapest, Hungary, where he became employed aslaatlthe U.S. consulate. In 1904 he
moved to Fiume to become the U.S. consular agent.

A young man with ambition, La Guardia resignedgast in Fiume in 1906 and returned to
the United States. The next year he took a jomdslles Island interpreter, while he attended
New York University Law School as an evening studévhen he received his law degree in
1910, La Guardia resigned his position with the Igration Service and became a practicing
attorney.

La Guardia was appointed deputy attorney of thie sttNew York in 1915. The next year
he ran for Congress and became the first Repubdicene the Civil War to be elected from the
Lower East Side. In 1917, La Guardia took a ledvabsence from the House of Representa-
tives to serve as a pilot bombardier in World Wadpon his return, he was reelected to Con-
gress but resigned to run for president of the Nenk City Board of Alderman. In 1921 he
returned to Congress to represent an East Harlsimctlithat was to send him to Washington
for five consecutive terms until 1932.

Although nominally a Republican, La Guardia was oh¢he nation's most progressive
congressmen. He campaigned for a graduated incaxnerilisted in the crusade against mo-
nopoly, and was consistently pro-labor in outldgkvertheless, in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Democratic landslide swept La Guardia out of office

Undaunted, in 1933, La Guardia ran for mayor of Néwk City and was elected on an
anti-Tammany fusion slate. During the next twelearg of the Depression and war, La Guardia
labored tirelessly to raise the quality of urbde. IAlthough he was not a Democrat, he worked
closely with President Roosevelt. He convinced Waghn to finance many ambitious em-
ployment and public works programs in New York Citynder La Guardia's leadership, the
New York City subway system was unified and brougider public ownership, and public
housing programs were begun. During the depthsi®fepression, with the city's treasury
stretched to the breaking point, he managed tomethe welfare system and make it one of
the nation's most progressive. In addition, La @izaopened New York's first major airport
in northern Queens (later named La Guardia Airpamd in 1942 ground was broken for
Idlewild in southern Queens (later JFK Internatiohiaport).

In 1945, Fiorello La Guardia, sixty-two years olidaexhausted, left City Hall. Still, he
was unwilling to retire and became director of thated Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
program. La Guardia died on September 20, 1947.

The microfilm of The Fiorello H. La Guardia Papers was prepared by The New York
Public Library under the sponsorship of the Natidtiatorical Publications and Records Com-
mission. La Guardia gave his papers to The New Yarklic Library during the period be-
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tween 1939 and 1947. In addition, there are La @agrapers housed in the Municipal Ar-
chives of New York City.

On-line bibliographic access e Fiorello H. La Guardia Papersis available through
RLIN. The RLIN record ID is NYPW92-A214.



Scope and Content

This microfilm collection documents La Guardia'sega as a congressman from New York
City, 1917-1921 and 1921-1933; president of Newk¥Board of Aldermen, 1919-1921;
and three-term mayor of New York, 1933-1945. The lavrgest portions of the papers are the
congressional and mayoral correspondence filekidad are letters received and carbon cop-
ies of responses written either by La Guardia, Yohis secretary on his behalf. Clippings,
greeting cards, printed House bills, invitationspfmgraphs, memorandums, notes, press re-
leases, printed material, and telegrams are indlad@ong the correspondence.

Series I,Congressional Correspondence (1919-1933), is divided into two parts. First,
the General Correspondence is organized chronalibgievith the letters filed alphabetically
within each year. Correspondence from La Guargersod as president of the Board of Al-
dermen is included on roll 1. Second, the Subj€aisespondence is filed alphabetically by
subject, and chronologically within each subjedie3e files consist primarily of letters re-
ceived from constituents requesting help with emplent, naturalization, and other prob-
lems, and from citizens around the country offettimgir opinions on La Guardia's stands on
issues before Congress. Prohibition is a majorctopi

Series Il,Mayoral Correspondence (1933-1945), is arranged chronologically, with the
letters filed alphabetically within each year. TBeyies consists largely of correspondence
with members of the public who wrote requestingpveith education, employment, immigra-
tion, prison terms, and other problems; suggesipgpintments for various city offices; and
offering appreciation, birthday greetings, congegtans, get well messages, ideas, and opin-
ions. Very little appears to document the dailyrapiens of city business.

Series Il consists dPress Releases, Speeches, and Writings. Series 1V ,Miscellaneous
Papers, encompasses various topics and is organized alpbalbheby subject.

Series V Printed Material, is also arranged alphabetically by subject, anteS&fl con-
tains twoScrapbooks of clippings on various topics for the year 1920.

Vi



Reel Contents

Reel

No.

WN -

Box

No.

1&2
2&3

Folder/Contents

Series I: Congressional Correspondence (1919-1933)

General Correspondence

1919-1929, A-Z
1930-1932, A-S

3&4 1932, T-Z—1933

5&6

6&7

Subjects Correspondence

Alderman, Board of, August 8, 1921

Alessio, Joe, 1927-June 1930 Appointments,
U.S. Naval Academy, 1928-32

Aviation, 1918-19

Bankruptcy: Corporation Receivers, 1932

Banks and Banking, 1930-31

Bonanno, Dr. Lawrence F., 1930

Broadcasting Trials—Famous Trials of History, 1931
Bruno, James (prohibition agent), 1929-31

Campaign, 1924

Campaign Endorsements, 1924

Campaign Post Office Reception, 1930
Campbell, Marcus, 1930

Candy Excise Tax, 1923, 1931

Cape Cod Canal, 1931

Castaldo, Consalvo

Census, Bureau of, 1929-30

Census, 15th Decennial, 1928-30

Chain Stores, 1930-31

Child Labor, Age Regulation, 1924-32

Child Welfare Committee of America, 1930-31
Coal Industry, 1923-31

Coal Miners, Relief of, 1932-33

Commission of Jurors Bill, 1929-30
Congressional District, Report to, 1932
Congressional District, 20th, 1932-33 Congressional
Districts, Reapportionment of, 1931 Consolidation
Coal Company, 1932 Complaints, n.d.
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7
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No. Folder/Contents

6&7

7&8

9&10

Constituents, Affairs of, 1924-31
Constituents, Affairs of, 1932, M-1933, P
Consumer Goods, 1928-1931
Consumer Prices, Meat, 1925-32
Consumer Prices, Milk, 1931

Cotton, 1928-32

Court Stenographers Bill, 1927-29

De Salvo, John A., 1930-32
Debt, Foreign, 1932 Debt,

U.S. National, 1931-32 Debt,
War

Disarmament, 1924-33 District of
Columbia, 1932-33 District
Letters, 1923-28 Drought Relief,
1930-31

Eagles, Fraternal Order of, 1932
East Harlem Health Center, 1929
Economy in Government, 1932

Farm Relief, 1931-33

Farm Relief, Domestic Allotment Plan, 1932-33
Farm Relief, McNary-Haugen Bill, 1924-30
Farmers' Marketing Association, 1927-30
Federal Reserve System, 1929-32 Flood
Control, Mississippi, 1927-32 Foreign Policy,
1926-32 Freedom of Speech, 1928

Gold Standard, 1931-32
Grapes, 1926-29

Haiti, 1929-30

Hawaii, 1932

Holland Tunnel, 1932
Home Loan Banking, 1932

Housing, 1931-32

Hunger March, 1932

Idaho, 1927-30

Identification and Information Bureau, Departmehduwstice,
1924-30

Immigration, Canadian Nurses, 1931

Immigration, Foreign Correspondents, 1932

Immigration, Italian, 1928-29 Immigration

Legislation, 1924-27
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Reel  Box

No. No. Folder/Contents

7 9&10 Immigration, Salaries at Ellis Island, 7928
Imports, Consumer Goods, 1926-31
Inflation, 1932-33
Inter-Parliamentary Conference, 1930-32
Invitations, 1932-33
Italian Debt Settlement, 1926
Italian Loan, 1922
Italy, 1929-30

Japan, 1932

Jones Law, 1931

Judiciary, 1930-32

Judiciary, Appointments, Southern District, 1928-32

8 10&11 Labor, Affairs of, 1929-32
League for Independent Political Action, 1932
Legal Cased,ee Company vs. North American Coal Corporation,
1933
Legal Caseseoplevs. Smith, 1931-32
Legal Cases, St. John, Vincent, 1921
Longshoremen Act, 1932 Lottery, 1932

Macaroni, 1932 Mediterranean
Fruit Fly, 1930 Metric Standard
Bill, 1926 Monetary Reform,
1931-33 Montenegro, 1921-26
Mooney, Thomas J., 1929-32
Morin, John M., 1929-31

Motion Pictures, 1928-32
Muscle Shoals, 1923-28 Muscle
Shoals, 1930-32

Narcotics, 1929
Nash, Richard, 1931-33
National Economy League, 1933
National Guard, New York State, 1921
National Stolen Property Bill, 1928-31
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, 1931-32
Negro Advancement, 1929

9 12&13 New York City Government, Town Meetin@3P2
New York Edison Company, Mr. Budenz, 1931
New York Evening Graphic, 1928-30 New
York Harbor, Port Authority, 1928-31
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Red  Box

No. No. Folder/Contents

9 12&13 Obermeir, Leonard J., 1930
Qil, 1931

Peace Movements, 1926-31
Pensions, Old Age, 1922-32
Pensions, Spanish War, 1929-32
People's Legislative Service, 1926-28
Philippine Islands, 1926-32
Politics, New Jersey, 1931
Port of New York, 1920-21
Post Office, 1931-33
Post Office, Employees, 1930-31
Post Office Employees, Night Preferential Pay, 1928
Post Office, Substitute Clerks, 1931-32
Postage Rates, 1930-32
Press Clippings Service, 1931
Price Fixing, 1931
Prize Fight, 1930
Prohibition, 1922-1929, May
10 13, 14, & 15 Prohibition, June 1929-1931
Prohibition, 1932
Prohibition, Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas
Prohibition, California
Prohibition, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware
Prohibition, Florida, Georgia
Prohibition, Illinois
Prohibition, Indiana, lowa, Kansas
Prohibition, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine
Prohibitiglaryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri
Prohibition, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York
Prohibition, New York City
1 15, 16, & 17 Prohibition, North Carolina, ©hDklahoma
Prohibition, Pennsylvania
Prohibition, Rhode Island
Prohibition, South Carolina, South Dakota
Prohibition, Tennessee
Prohibition, Texas
Prohibition, Virginia
Prohibition, Washington
Prohibition, West Virginia, Wisconsin
Prohibition, anonymous correspondence
Prohibition (subjects) Agents
“ “ Beer
The Crusaders
Dollar Line
Enforcement
Killings
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No. Folder/Contents

15, 16, & 17

17&18

18 & 19

19&20

McBride, Emmet
Owens, R.J.

Repeal of (Repupblican Wet Group)
Propaganda, Military
Proposed Legislation
Public Building, Cranford Construction Company
Public Building, James Stewart and Company
Public Ownership League
Publications
Puerto Rico, 1928-32
Puerto Rico, Governor's Bill, 1932

Quartermasters' Depot, Charges Against
Quinn, Estate

Radio, 1929-30

Radio Operators, 1931

Radio Station WOR, 1931-32
Railroads, 1931

Railroads Labor Bill, 1923-29
Rapino, Frank, 1931

Realty Bonds, 1932
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 1932
Rent Control Law, 1925
Retirement Legislation, 1924-32
Ricco, Joseph, 1932

River and Harbor Bill, 1929
Ryan, George, 1932

Sales Tax

Speaking Engagements, 1931
Speaking Engagements, 1932
Stock Market, 1929-33

Stock Market Investigation, 1932
Stolen Property Bill, 1927-28

Tariffs, 1931-33

Tariffs, Copper and Lumber, 1932

Tariffs, Olive Oil and Soap, 1929-31
Tariffs, Shoes and Hides, 1929

Tariffs, Silver, 1930

Tariffs, Sugar, 1930-32

Taxes, Admission and Fur, 1932

Taxes, Income, Radio and Stamp, 1931-32
Thanks, Letters of, 1924-27
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No. Folder/Contents

19&20

21& 22

22

Unemployment, 1931

U.S.

ccccccccc
NOLLOLLLOOL®

Attorney, 1930

. Congress, Bankruptcy Bill, 1930-33

. Congress, Boulder Dam Bill, 1928-30

. Congress, Bursum Bill, 1922-27

. Congress, Campaign Funds Bill, 1931

. Congress, Child Relief Bill, 1928-29

. Congress, Copyright Bill, 1930-32

. Congress, Economy Bill, 1932

. Congress, Economy Bill, Navigation, 1932

. Congress, Economy Bill, Post Mortem, 1932

U.S. Congress, Emergency Officers' B#28-30

CCccccccccccccccecccccccac
NN

c
n

. Congress, Farm and Home Mortgage Bill, 1932-33
. Congress, Federal Court Bill, 1930

. Congress, Finance Company Bill, 1932

. Congress, Five-day Week, 1931-32

. Congress, Fort Schuyler Bill, 1932

. Congress, Half-Holiday Bill, 1930

. Congress, Home Treatment Bill, 1929-31

. Congress, House of Representative Reorgamizdi®31
. Congress, Judiciary Bill, 1926

. Congress, Maternity Act, 1932

. Congress, Moultrie Memorial Bill, 1926

. Congress, Post Office Bill, 1926

. Congress, Postal Legislation, 1928-29

. Congress, Postmaster's Bonding, 1932

. Congress, Purnell Bill, 1924-26

. Congress, 71st, 1930

. Congress, World Commerce Bill, 1930

. Customs, 1927-28

. Customs, Sugar Sampler's Corporation, 1927
. Department of State, Treaty Information, 1924
. Marshals, 1928

. Navy, 1922-28

. Post Office, 1929-30

. Probation Officers, 1928

Veterans, 1931-33

Veterans, Disabled, 1922-26
Veterans, Disabled, 1927-32
Volstead Act, Enforcement, 1927

Wheat, Canadian Embargo, 1931-32
Woman's Suffrage, 1923-31

Yorktown Celebration, 1931-32
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Reel Box
No. No. Folder/Contents
Series II: Mayoral Correspondence (1933-1945)
16 22 1933,A-Z—1934,AB
17 23&24 1934, (-L
18 24&25 1934, MV
18 26&27 1934 W-1935, C
20 27&28 1935, H-S
21 29&3( 1935, 11936, G
22  30&31 1936, G-R
23 31 &3Z 1936, 1937, E
24  32&33 1937, -G
25 34&3S 1937, F-Laz
26 35&36 1937, L¢-Sk
27  36&37 1937, Sc-W
28  38&39 1937, ¥-1938, Gi
29 39&40 1938, Ha-Sw
30 40 1938,7-1939, Go
31 4142,& 4! 1939, Go-My
32 44845 1939, M1940, Bu
33  45,46.&4 1940, ¢-L
34 47&48 1940, M&«Z
35 48&49 1941,A-Gui
36 50&51 1941 ,F-Marv
37 51&5z 1941 Ma-Ter
38 52,53.&5: 1941,Thi-1942, E
38  54&5S 1942, Ce-Hy
40 55&56 1942, -F
41  57&58 1942, (-1943, C
42 58.59, & 6( 1943, F- 1944,
43  60.61.&6: 1944, (1945, C
44  62&63 1945, F-n.d., C-L
45 63 n.d., V-Z
45 64 Series lll: Press Releases, Speeches, a nd Writings
Series IV: Miscellaneous Papers
45 65 & 66 Air Postal Service, 1918-1919

Clippings and Statements

Coal, Pamphlet Material and Photographs
Court Petitions, Castaldo, C. J., 1924
Courts, Miscellaneous

Customs Courts, 1927
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48

49
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Box

No. Folder/Contents

65 & 66

65 & 66

67
67 & 68

68, 69, & 70

70&71

Farm and Home Credit Bank Bill, 1933
Fusion Party

Inter-Parliamentary Conference, 1928-30
Memorandums

Pennsylvania Hotel, 1923

Petition for the Nomination of Irving S. FinkstoetRions for
Nomination as Candidate for Mayor

Progressive Club of the 17th Aldermanic Distriag.|(constitution
and by-laws)

U.S. Navy, 1927

World War | Papers
World War | Personal Correspondence, 1918, A-Z
World War | War Debts, 1930-1931

Series V: Printed Material

Aviation, 1913-1919

Bills of Costs (Foster, La Guardia, andlént 1927

Child Labor, 1924-25

Copyright Bill, 1932

Cotton, 1928-33 Court

Opinions, 1929-32

Criminology, 1930-31

Disarmament, 1930-32

Federal Radio Commission, 1924-32
Gold Standard, 1931-32

Law Briefs

McNary-Haugen Bill, 1924-27

Money, 1926-32 (mostly in Italian)

Muscle Shoals, 1924-32

Narcotics, 1919-1924
Narcotics, 1926-1928
Narcotics, 1929-31
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No. No. Folder/Contents

49 70&71
50 12&73
51 73&74
52 74& 75

Packages 1 & 2

Narcotics, 1928-31, Anti-Opium InfornatiBureau (Geneva)

Oil, 1928-32
Old Age Pensions, 1922-32

Prohibition, 1914-30
Prohibition, 1931, n.d.
Prohibition Photographs
Puerto Rico, 1926

Stock Market, 1928-32, n.d.
Sugar, 1927-30

U.S. Congress, 68th and 69th

U.S. Congress, 70th and 71st

U.S. Congress, 72nd, 1st Session

U.S. Congress, 72nd, 2nd Session

U.S. Congress, Hearings and Reports, 1926-33

World War |

Miscellaneous

Series VI. Scrapbooks

Socialist assemblymen, transit,@dshpolitical news, markets and
food, women, police, miscellaneous (1920)



