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W.E.B. DU BOIS: A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

William Edward Burghardt Du Bois was born in GrBatrrington, Massachusetts, on February 23, 1868, of
French, Dutch, and Afro-American ancestry. Aftamary and secondary education in the local public
schools, Ou Bois entered Fisk Univer=sity in NakbyTennessee, as a sophomore in 1885, and was
graduated with a B.A. in 1888. In the fall of 1888 entered Harvard University as a junior and xexka
second bachelor's degree in 1890. He continuedaalt for his graduate education, and received/iie
degree in 1891 and the Ph.D. in 1845. As part®fibctoral work Du Bois studied at the University o
Berlin from 1892 to 1894. He was profoundly infleed by both German social science and German
civilization. His Harvard dissertatioithe Suppression of the African Slave Trade to théd States. 1638-
187Q was published as Volume | of the Harvard Hist@rigeries in 1896.

In 1896 Du Bois married Nina Gomer, who lived u@8b0. They had two children, Burghardt, born i88.8
and died in 1900, and Yolande (1901-1960). Du Bmight at Wilberforce University in Ohio from 188
1896, when he went to the University of Pennsylaas an assistant instructor in sociology for 18B6His
major project at Pennsylvania was an intense sugicdl study of the Negro population of Philadeépithe
resultingThe Philadelphia Negravas a pioneering work in the use of sociologyttmlg a specific urban
population.

In 1897 Du Bois went to Atlanta University, whemas to teach history and economics, to found a
department of sociology, and to direct sociologiealearch until 1910. Du Bois established an annual
conference, to study each year a single aspecegfd\oroblems. The results of each year's studg wer
published in the Atlanta University Publicationsies. Du Bois' plan was to repeat the study of esgect
at regular intervals. Although the quality of thiedies varied from year to year and was hampered by
insufficient funding, taken together they represannajor resource for an understanding of varaspgects
of Negro life and the Negro community. It has bebserved that except for this project of Du Bdisg
continuous social survey has been almost totadlkimhg in North American sociology.

Not all of Du Bois' work was purely academic. Heoalvrote numerous articles for the popular prass, a
The Souls of Black Fold903) brought him to national attention and ihpes his most enduring work. The
book also helped to bring attention to the growdsgzangement in the Afro-American community between
the accommodationist theories of Booker T. Washingind Du Bois' insistence that Negroes should ddma
and receive fully equal treatment. Du Bois' belefeived institutional form In 1905 when he foundieel
Niagara Movement. While the group never had a largmbership, it did pave the way for the establisfim
in 1909 of the National Association for the Advamemt of Colored People (NAACP) which was based
upon similar principles and was interracial in czaer.

Du Bois left Atlanta University in 1910 to becomieedtor of research and publicity for the NAACP and
editor of its monthly journalCrisis. He had earlier founded and edif#te Moon(1906) andHorizon (1907-
10). Du Bois' articles and editorials in Crisisnfrd910 to 1934 solidified his position as a majmlkesman
for Afro-American rights. He also continued to wrfbr the popular press and published several imooks
during these years, includiidhe Negrq1915),Darkwater(1920),The Gift of Black Folk1924), and the
novelsThe Quest of the Silver Flee(11) andark Princesg1928). His pageant of Black histomihe
Star of Ethiopiawas also presented several times during thess {@audiences of thousands.

In the early decades of the twentieth century Dis Batended his interest in the position of Blalskgond
the borders of the United States to the world scHeeserved as vice-president of the 1900 Pan-&fric
Conference in London and organized a series ofAfacan Congresses in various world cities in 1919,
1921, 1923, and 1927. This world-wide interest éélpstablish Du Bois' reputation on an internationa
basis.



The NAACP and Du Bois both insisted on the fulepation of Blacks into the mainstream of American
life. With the onset of the Great Depression inldte 1920s, Du Bois madified this position to éxtent of
calling for a Black nation—-alist strategy, with Bkacontrolled cooperatives and institutions, asttbst
means of Black survival. Although this did not dastfwith his ultimate goal of full integration ikmerica,
this position nonetheless led to disagreement it NAACP, which culminated in Du Bois' resigoati
from the editorship o€risis and from the Association in 1934.

Returning to Atlanta University, Du Bois resumeddging duties and the scholarly life. In 1935 he
publishedBlack Reconstructigrwhich demonstrated the positive role played bypA&mericans in the
South during the years immediately after the Givalr. Although the book was criticized by Marxistgla
Non-Marxists alike, its basic interpretation wadbezome widely accepted by historians. In 1940BDis
establishedPhylon a quarterly social science journal. He also wBlsek Folk, Then and No@939) and
Dusk of Dawn(1940) during these years. Du Bois became invoinegde preparation of an Encyclopedia of
the Negro with the assistance of the Phelps-Stbkas. The work was never completed, although a
preparatory volume was published in the 1940s.

In 1944 Du Bois was retired from Atlanta Universiie soon returned to the NAACP, where his dutiesew
to revolve around special research, especiallyréiating to the place of the African colonieslie postwar
world. Du Bois served as a consultant for the NAAGEhe United States delegation at the founding
meeting of the United Nations. In 1945 he alsoasgas chairman of the Fifth Pan-African Conferehedq
in England. In 1948 Du Bois was dismissed by theAl&R after continuing disagreements with other
officials over NAACP policies.

In the following years Du Bois served as a co-ghain of the Council on African Affairs, chairmantbé
Peace Information Center and of the American P€agsade. In the 1950 elections he ran as the catedid
of the American Labor Party for United States Senfkom New York. The activities of the Peace
Information Center led to an indictment againstBuis and four associates as unregistered foreigntag
dur-ing the anti-Communist vigilantism of 1951.#dtugh the charges were dismissed as groundless late
that year, the attack by an arn of his own counfygvernment was a bitter experience for Du Bais.the
next several years Du Bois continued his interepeiace and international affairs, visited Russth@hina,
and worked omhe Black Flamérilogy of novels.

Du Bois became a member of the Communist PartiyeofJnited States in 1961. That same year, at the ag
of ninety-three, he moved to Ghana at the invitatbPresident Kwame Nkrumah to serve as editanof
Encyclopedia AfricanaAlthough poor health limited the work he was ableindertake, Du Bois did
continue to study and write over the next two yedesgave up American for Ghanaian citizenship and,
August 27, 1963, died in Accra, Ghana at the agersty-five. Du Bois was survived by his seconéewi

the writer Shirley Graham Du Bois, whom he had redrin 1951.

Over his lifetime Du Bois wrote or edited over thi@dozen books and contributed hundreds of artioles
periodicals, developed several periodicals int@@siof previously unarticulated aspects of Blaehitiy,
and became himself one of its most eloquent vadtad time. His contributions to the education adf-
concept of Blacks were second to none. In additienyas one of the founders of sociology: he fodrttie
literature of demography and of race sociology emadle contributions of pre-eminence in research
methodology, the continuous social survey, andidhgs of social stratification and race relatio(Bee Dan
S. Green, "The Truth Shall Make Ye Free; The Sogwplof W.E.B. Du Bois," unpublished doctoral
dissertation, University of Massachusetts, 19%8thé creative field he was elected to the Natidmstitute
of Arts and Letters, a body limited to only two losed Americans recognized for their notable achresrs
in the arts. Du Bois' reputation was eclipsed dutire McCarthy era in the United States, and he itie
1963 before the reputations of McCarthy victimsevezhabilitated. But his impact and influence waard
are international in scope. Despite the McCarthwistrruption, his place as one of the major spoiesfor
Afro-Americans and Blacks in the rest of the warldhe twentieth century is assured.



SCOPE AND CONTENT OF THE COLLECTION

The Du Bois Papers at the University Library doconmertually every stage in his long career andvsihes
involvement in many areas of twentieth centuryahditerary, and social reform movements. In aiar,
the correspondence files, including well over 100,@ems on 79 reels of microfilm, show Du Bois'
inter-actions with others in these areas of agtiu Bois' correspondents were numerous and fiieso
discussed varied. The earliest letter in the ctlaca note to his grandmother, dates from 187&mbu
Bois was just nine years old. Among the lateshésdraft of a letter, written not long before hésath in
1963, appealing to the leaders of the Soviet Uaimh China to heal the divisions that had arisghén
world communist movement. The files, containingycafew items from his early youth, become more
plentiful for Du Bois' student days in the 18808l 4890s, and the commencement of his career atascho
and educator in the 1890s and 1900s. They areiafftiiest during his period with the NAACP as tediof
The Crisis 1910-1934, and they remain nearly as abundarhéolast thirty years of his life, 1934-1963.

During his lifetime Du Bois conscientiously retainieis incoming letters, copies of his outgoingdett and
files of his speeches, articles, books, and othlerunscripts. While these files were most completete
middle and later stages of his life, all periods l@presented to some degree in this collectiomeSmapers
were transferred at various times to Fisk Univgrdiale University and the Schomburg Center ofitaesv
York Public Library, but Du Bois retained ownershifpmost of his papers pending a final decisioraon
repository site.

When Du Bois moved to Ghana in 1961, he left tHk bfihis papers with Herbert Aptheker in New York
City and named him as editor of a planned editioDwBois1 correspondence and other works. While Du
Bois did take some correspondence and other maptsstw Africa, Aptheker was left the greater pafrthe
collection, which he and his wife arranged into kairie order and supplemented with copies of many Du
Bois materials they located in other repositorid®e last two years of Du Bois' life generated dddal
papers including new correspondence, papers rglagitheEncyclopedia Africangand other manuscripts.
At Du Bois' death in 1963, ownership of his filesped to his widow, Shirley Graham Du Bois. When
President Mkrumah's government was overthrown 66181rs. Du Bois left Ghana in haste for Cairo,
Egypt, taking the papers with her. Aptheker corgthto care for the papers left with him until tmsie
collection went to Massachusetts in 1973.

By the early 1970s, the University of Massachudetess had contracted with Mrs. Du Bois and Herbert
Aptheker to publish selections from the correspocdeand other previously unpublished writings of Du
Bois. Five volumes were published between 19731880: three of selected correspondence, phes
Education of Black PeopkendPrayers for Dark PeopléAt least one additional volume is planned. Aware
that plans for a permanent location for the collechad not been made, University of Massachusetts
officials negotiated an agreement with Mrs. Du Boisall of Du Bois' papers in Mrs. Du Bois' and Dr
Aptheker's possession to come to the Universitydribin 1973. Late in 1979, the Library received an
additional accession of material that Mrs. Du Bwsl kept with her in Cairo during her lifetime.



DU BOIS MATERIALS IN OTHER REPOSITORIES

While the University of Massachusetts collectionstgutes the major source of Du Bois materialeoth
papers are also to be found in other repositondsaae not included on the microfilm. Of these othe
repositories, Fisk University, in Nashville, Tenses, has the most important collection. A full imeey of
these papers has not been completed, but a praliyristing indicates 128 manuscript boxes of paper
Approximately fifty of these include pamphlets ar@vspaper and journal clippings on various topics,
collected by Du Bois over his lifeline. Anothertfifor so boxes include manuscripts of Du Bois' wgs,
along with research materials used in their pramaraOf particular interest in this area are tbgearch
materials and drafts for Du Bois' study of the Rlaoldier in the First World War. Some short story
manuscripts (not published and not representedaeitniversity of Massachusetts collection) are &isioe
found. Several boxes consist of correspondencet, afeghich is fairly routine, including arrangemstrior
lectures which Du Bois delivered. Some of this espondence, however, is substantive. Smaller amadint
material concern the NAACP and Atlanta Universitg anclude some Du Bois memorabilia.

Perhaps next in importance are materials in theBY.Bu Bois Papers held as part of the James Weldon
Johnson Memorial Collection at Yale University. e manuscript boxes include a small amount of
correspondence (twenty-five or so letters) withnkaim, Countee Cullen, George Padmore and others.
Manuscripts are to be found for various writinggliidingDusk of DawnThe Gift of Black Folk
Darkwater, The NegroThe World and Africand several articles and poems.Other files cortertwo
Amenia Conferences, the United Nations, and otfeasa

The Schomburg Collection of the New York Publicraity also holds a small collection of Du Bois mater
within the Hugh Smythe Papers. Smythe, a socidlogss a research assistant to Du Bois in thellgd®s
and early 1950s. Materials here include draftewtgal essays, articles, and speeches, along withd'
student materials, such as philosophy notes fromadtld University, and other miscellaneous itemssgh
papers have been microfilmed by the New York Publicary.

The gaps that appear in the Du Bois materialseatthiversity of Massachusetts are filled quite lyeiat

many instances by papers in one or more of these tiepositories. There are also smaller amouriisiof
Bois materials elsewhere, in private hands andsigp@es open to the public. Du Bois was in conistan
communication with a wide variety of prominent widuals whose own papers have since found their way
into various archival repositories. Researchers fimayDu Bois items in one of these collections¥idrich

no copy is to be found elsewhere. The William StgMraithwaite Papers at Morgan State Universi¢y ar
one of many such examples. The NAACP Papers atiltihhary of Congress also provide a source of
additional information on Du Bois and help to do@&nhhis work within the organization which domirthte
so much of his active life.

Many Du Bois materials in other repositories hagerbcopied and the copies donated to the collebtion
Herbert Aptheker. The University Library is conting to add copies of both published and unpublished
materials by and about Du Bois, but they are ndugfed in the microfilm edition or described insl@uide
because they represent only a small proportiohefdtal Du Bois materials in other locations.

Legal ownership of Du Bois' personal library wasweyed to the University of Massachusetts by Mrs. D
Bois in 1973, but as of 1980 it remained in thécefbf the Encyclopedia Africana in Accra, Ghandisfof
the books is included in Series 16, Miscellaneoase¥al.



ARRANGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION

The collection is arranged in twenty series, a®W:

SERIES NUMBER

1 Correspondence
2 Speeches
3 Articles

Subseries

(A) Articles, Published

(B) CrisisAtrticles. Published

(C) Articles Not Known to be Published
(D) Articles in Printed Form

(E) CrisisArticles in Printed Form
Newspaper Columns

Nonfiction Books

Research Materials

Pamphlets and Leaflets

Book Reviews

Petitions

10 Essays, Forewords and Student Papers
11 Novels

12 Pageants

13 Plays

14 Short Stories and Fables

15 Poetry

16 Miscellaneous Material

17 Photographs

18 Memorabilia

19 Motion Pictures and Tapes

20 Newspaper Clippings

©oo~NO O~

REEL NUMBER

1-79
80, 81 frames 1-1562
81 frame 1563-1663; 82;
83 frames 1-1329

81 frames 1563-1682;frames 1-766
82 frames 767-1223
82 mes 1224-1599; 83 frames 1-1104
83 frames 110805
83 frames 1306-1329
83 frames 1330-1555; 84 &airke?8
84 frames 529-1762; 85; 86rfes 1-169
86 frames 170-764
86 frames 765-1276
86 frames 1277-1489
86 frames 1490-1564
86 frHIBEs1666; 87 frames 1-538
87 frames 539-1389
87 frames 1390-1545
87 frames 1546-1660; 88 frames 1-922
88 frames 923-1367
88 frames 1368-1590
88 frames 1591-1688fr&8mes 1-1325
88 frames 1326-1805
89 frames 1806-1860
Not on microfilm; Beg8&7-351
Not on microfilm; Boxes 3%

Each series is described in detail on the followiages. Materials other than the Correspondenac rinatv

been indexed.



DESCRIPTIONS OF THE SERIES
SERIES 1 CORRESPONDENCE eans: 1877-1965

119.25 linear feet
Reels 1-79

Series 1, Correspondence, constitutes over thrgghfoof the Du Bois Papers at the Univer-sity afsshchusetts. It
includes correspondence received by Du Bois anabcacopies of letters he wrote to others throughdsitife. His life
covered ninety-five years of important social chaimgthe United States and in the world, duringoliibu Bois was a
leading participant in many of the most importaifares for change. He knew and corres-ponded wigimyrof the
leading figures of his long lifetime.

Du Bois’ correspondence files reflect his involvernien many areas of twentieth century racial, $itgrand social
reform movements. The 100,000 or more items doctifrisrcareer and provide a wealth of informatiortlfmawork of
others with whom Du Bois came into contact. Thédiestritem of correspondence is from 1877, althotighbulk of
the material is from the post-1910 period. Thesfitentinue through the years of his work with th®ACP, teaching
and research at Atlanta University during the 198t 1940s, return to the NAACP in 1944, involveieith the
peace movement in the late 1940s and the 1950syamdwith theEncyclopedia Africanantil his death in 1963. A
few items of Shirley Graham Du Bois' corresponderarecerning Du Bois from late 1963, 1964 and 19@5gthis
part of the collection to a close. Numbered amongBDis' correspondents are such figures as JanamsldSherwood
Anderson, Ralph Bunche, Andrew Carnegie, Charless@int, Countee Cullen, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Alb@stein,
Mahatma Ghandi, W. C. Handy, Langston Hughes, 8illlames, James Weldon Johnson, Jomo KenyattanMart
Luther King, Jr., Claude McKay, Margaret Mead, Kvahtkrumah, Eugene O'Neill, Sylvia Pankhurst, Allghi
Randolph, Paul Robeson, Eleanor, Franklin and TtweoRoosevelt, Bertrand Russell, George BernarevShdhur
and Joel Spingarn, Moorfield Storey, Mary Churchr@iy, Carl Van Vechten, Booker T. Washington, HV&lls,
Walter White, Roy Wilkins and many other key papgamnts in the history of Du Bois’ time.

The correspondence is arranged chronologicallyday,yand alphabetically by name of correspondetfiinveach year.
There are two major exceptions to this arrangen{&hifhe correspondence from 1877 through 1916 sparse,
compared to other years, that it has been growggther in a single alphabetical sequence; (2hBybeginning of
1911, and lasting through 1934, Du Bois had so nmoctespondence as editorTdfe Crisis(first issued in November
1910) thatCrisis correspondence has been separated into a digcoege within each year. In each of those years the
General correspondence comes first, with a completeabet of correspondents, followed by Crisistesd
correspondence in a second complete alphabet. &@ details about filing order, see the sectiontéd®n
Arrangement..." on pages 13-14.

SERIES 2-20, NOT INCLUDED IN THE MICROFILM PUBLISHEIN 1980

Series 2 through 20 (totaling 41.5 linear feet)oenpass all materials in the collection other thamespondence. They
include manuscripts of speeches, articles, boolews; pamphlets, leaflets, petitions, essaysofictind nonfiction
books, other creative writing, awards, medals, @wiBual materials, and clippings. These series sjraually Ou

Bois' entire life, from earliest years until hisatlein 1963, and include some family materials lbeépre his birth, but
the greatest strength is in the last half-centdityi®life and work. The non-correspondence maledamonstrate Du
Bois' multiple talents and interests, and theaitgmmanuscripts show his persistent interest iatore writing,

including novels, short stories, plays, pageamtd,@oetry. Only Series 1 is included in the midrofedition of 1980,
but Series 2 through 20 are available at the Usityeof Massachusetts Library.

SERIES 2 SPEECHES Years8881962

8.5 linear feet
Reels 80-81

Series 2, Speeches, includes the manuscripts otloee hundred different speeches, ranging fraveehe gave at his
college commencements from Fisk and Harvard torsttielivered near the end of his life. Most datarfithe 1940s
and 1950s and show his interest in world peacendalism, and developments in Africa and Americany speeches
are available from his 1950 campaign for electistaited States Senator from New York. The speeab@swhole
contain Du Bois' developed (and developing) thosigint various subjects. While a number of his spezelere
published, it is worth noting that he would oft&vise the spoken version considerably before riglgdtsfor
publication. Thus the original manuscripts retan-esiderable research value even in cases whespéeeh was later
published, some in greatly revised form. The spa@eahuscripts are identified by title; if untitiegt Bu Bois, a title has
been supplied in brackets [ ].



SERIES 3 ARTICLES Years: 1887-1968

6.5 linear feet
Reels 81-83

Manuscripts of articles include drafts and othasians of many of the items published by .Du Baishie numerous
journals to which he contributed over his lifetine addition, com-plete or incomplete manuscripésta be found for
many articles which apparently were never publistheall, over four hundred manuscripts of artickes in the
collection, with dates ranging from the 1880s tickes published after his death in 1963. The merpis are arranged
in five subseries, and chronologically within eactbseries. They are typescripts unless otherwilieated.

(A) Articles, published, other than @risis

(B) Articles published irCrisis

(C) Articles not known to have been published
(D) Articles in printed form

(E) Crisisarticles in printed form

SERIES 4 NEWSPAPER COLUMNS Years: 1927-1961
and undated

1.5 linear feet

Reels 83-84

Manuscript versions of Du Bois' columns for tBicago DefendeiChicago GlobeFreedom National Guardian New
Africa, New York Amsterdam NeviFeople's VoiceandPittsburgh Couriershow his thoughts on the news and events of
the day. It is important to note that the varioasspaper editors did not always publish the coluamsubmitted, but
would occasionally find room to publish only settportions. Some column manuscripts were, in fanter

published, but they are important as Du Bois' idezhpublic statements of his views. They are agdragphabetically

by title of the newspaper, and chronologically witeach paper.

SERIES 5 NONFICTION BOOKS Years: ca. 1896-1962

5.25 linear feet
Reels 84-86

Manuscripts of nonfiction books include severalublshed itemsA World Search for Democragynostly complete)
was prepared in the late 1930s. Also of interesRaissia and America: An Interpretatiorhis Africa: How It Arose.
Whither It Goesand research notes for thacyclopedia of the Negrnd for a study of the Black soldier in World War
I, The Black Man and the Wounded Woilthere are prospectuses of several books. Of thoslks that were published,
of particular interest are several surviving harittem chapters frorfhe Souls of Black Folind a complete typescript,
with handwritten corrections, & Soliloquy on Viewing My Life from the Last Decafléts First Century: The
Autobiography of W.E.B. Du Boihere are also other manuscripts of published svdrke works are arranged
alphabetically by title.

SERIES 6 RESEARCH MATERIALS Years: 1896-1959
and undated

0.75 linear feet

Reel 86

Research materials in the Papers include typeschphdwritten manuscripts, and clipped and othiatga materials,
arranged in the following sequence: research raresfrica, general research notes, notes that aipigedy to have
been made for speeches or articles, and mis—cellsmesearch materials. There are about 800 t@ p&@es in all, in
these four groups.

SERIES 7 PAMPHLETS AND LEAFLETS Years: 1902-1962

1 linear foot
Reel 86

Materials that resulted, or were intended to resulpamphlets or leaflets appear in this seriggped, handwritten,
and/or printed form. The publications range from2.@intil 1962, and the subjects show a great watienging from
Du Bois' 1904 Credo and a Bibliography of the Nefgotk Song in America to Blacks, Black educatioenamin
Franklin, peace, and the H-bomb. The materialaewmnged chronologically.



SERIES 8 BOOK REVIEWS Years: 1905-1961

1 linear foot
Reel 86

Fifty-five reviews by Du Bois of books by other hats are included here, in chronological ordemfrt®05 to 1961.
Du Bois concentrated,in these reviews, on Blaclksc#d the Ameri-can South, and race relations.

SERIES 9 PETITIONS Years4¥91961

0.25 linear foot
Reel 86

Petitions here include the manuscript of Du Baig'aduction and the contributions of some othehaus to the
NAACP's 1947Appeal to the World: A Statement on the Denial minidn Rights to Minorities and other petitions
from then to 1961.

SERIES 10 ESSA FOREWORDS, AND STUDENT PAPERS eays: ca.1888-1962

1 linear foot
Reels 86-87

Each of the subseries indicated in the seriesisitteranged chronologically. The sub-seriesisss limited to Du
Bois1 contributions to encyclopedias and other warkmultiple authorship. Most were publishe@4:49962, but
several apparently were never publishes. Theréiae Forewords contributed by Du Bois to bookg#ten by others
between 1922 and 1962. The Student Papers argadamfour groups: papers at Fisk around 188Besat
Harvard, 1888-1891; student papers, largely on@nics and politics, from the 1890s; and "Sketcth889-1896,"
which includes some travel notes, journals,’ noteselebrations of his birth—-day, and some creatirtng.

SERIES 11 NOVELS Year§92-1961

1.25 linear feet
Reel 87

The earliest evidence in the Papers of Du Boisrasvalist is the manuscript and plot outlinefofFellow of Harvard
1892, when Du Bois was twenty-four years old. Tdtedt is fragments and notes concerning his trildgg Black
Flameand notes ofiVorlds of Coloy both dating from 1961. The materials are arrarajpldabetically by title, with a
number of untitled or unidentified fragments andesaat the end of the file.

SERIES 12 PAGEANTS Years: 1913-1941 and undated
0.5 linear feet
Reel 87

Du Bois' pageants were large-scale presentatiotiseocourse of Black history that were designeappeal to a mass
audience. His most famous pageditte Star of Ethiopiadesigned for a cast of 1,000, was presentedif if®New
York, in 1915 in Washington, in 1916 in Philadephand in 1925 in Los AngeleBhe Star of Ethiopigapers include
typescripts and manuscripts, stage directionsgpagbrograms, and financial records of some prichs
Manuscripts for other pageants inclu@eorge Washington and Black Fok Pageant for the Bicentennary, 1732-
1932 The Jewel of Ethiopjarhe Seven Gifts of Ethiopi@he Nine Tales of Black Fgland others. The pageants are
arranged alphabetically by title.

SERIES 13 PLAYS Years: 1928-1940 and uedat
2 linear feet
Reels 87-88

The manuscripts of plays are in two groups. Thet,fitlaythings of the Nighivas intended for book publication in
1931, and contains introductory essays by Du Baisvarious drafts of five plays. The second grdup Darker
Wisdom was intended for book publication in 1940, andtamms manuscripts of four of the five plays in the
previously-proposed title (one with a changedtiflehe plays included afehe All Mother(later entitledThe Slave, the
Serf, and the Blond BeasBlack Hercules at the Forks of the Ro&tack Man Christ on the AndesndSeven Up
There are also an outline fdohe Prodigal Racean unidentified fragment of a play or tale, aadiant title-pages or
subtitles.



SERIES 14 SHORT STORIES AND FABLES eafs: 1895-1950s

1 linear foot
Reel 88

The handwritten and typed manuscripts are in tvougs: seven "fables" of one to two pages eachsame thirty-five
longer short stories plus a few fragments. Thdesdrtlated item is an 1895 story about Wilberfddoéversity. Du
Bois continued to write in this genre at least itte 1950s, when there are many stories signed VEeidob," an
anagram of his own name, perhaps an attempt tal dwveiMcCarthy era's blacklisting of known or suspd
Communists. The great majority of the stories wereer published.

SERIES 15 POETRY Years: 1907-1965 and undated

0.25 linear foot
Reel 88

Throughout his life Du Bois wrote poetry. Among histable published efforts were "The Song of theai' "The
Christmas Prayers of God," "Suez," and "Ghana Cdillse poetry is arranged in two groups: about p&@es of poetry
that was published, mostly kiorizon, Crisis, andMasses and Mainstregrand about two hundred pages that remain
unpublished or unidentified.

SERIES 16 MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL Years: 1803-1964

2.25 linear feet
Reels 88-89

Genealogical records include vital, military, ficéad, and land records; lists of relatives and intgiat family dates,
two diaries (1856 and 1861) of Du Bois' paternahgifather Alexander Du Bois; and correspondendesofl875 and
1878). There are manuscript and printed matenials Du Bois’ years at Great Barrington High Schéagk
University, including his certificates and contsafitr teaching in Tennessee in 1886 and 1887; Hawaiversity; the
University of Berlin; and Wilberforce and Atlantanlversity. Also included are brief bio~graphiesnf Bois,
bibliographies of his writings, a list of bookshis personal library, and a typed transcriptiommfunpublished oral
history interview with Du Bois by William Ingersdth 1960. Works by others include Shirley GrahamBais' notes
and fragments of speeches for the legal defenBaiddois in 1951; six poems by Yolande Du Bois; nmsomipt
speeches and published articles by one of Du Besstants, Hugh Smythe; handwritten and typedlestand
speeches by others; and printed materials dealitfyei main with the status, education, and ecommofi@lacks.

SERIES 17 PHOTOGRAPHS Years: ca.1864-1963

2.5 linear feet
Reel 89

The photographs are arranged in three groups.dfiesseveral hundred photographs that Du Boisitalifor

publication inThe Crisis photographs of Black children, Black recipientsollege degrees and honors, and Blacks in
important positions. This series of photographdiphbd inThe Crisisls Du Bois' contribution to, and probably the
initiation of, the marshalling of evidence that &Bk is beautiful." The second group is just under hundred Du Bois
family and personal photographs, including one milauranged in roughly chronological order. Soméhefmost-
photographed trips and other events in Du Bois'Hdve been arranged, together with photograplashen specific
topics, among the approximately three hundred mhrafths in the third group, "Theme" photographs.

SERIES 18 MEMORABILIA Years: 1913-1963

0.5 linear feet
Reel 89

This series comprises medals, badges, and cetdificd honorary and earned degrees and other aamaddsonors.
There are nearly one hundred items, ranging frasscteunion badges to the Spingarn Medal won bB@siin 1920,
the Du Bois Medal created in his honor by the AcariNegro Commemorative Society, the Lenin Medad, a
certificates of election to Phi Beta Kappa, honpdegrees from universities in the United Statebsatroad, and
election to the National Institute of Arts and leestin 1944.
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SERIES 19 MOTION PICTURES AND TAPES Years: 1958-1979

2.5 linear feet
Not on microfilm

Motion pictures and videotape copies of Du Boigigag honorary degree in Prague in 1958 and migiBremier

Chou En-lai, Vice-Premier Chen Yi, Chairman Mao-Tigeg, and others in China in 1959; and of the cléhin in

1969 and dedication as a National Historic Land-+kniar1979 of Du Boisl birthsite in Great Barringtdnass.
Audiotapes of the burial service of Du Bois, 8/2#hd tribute by Kwame Nkrumabh.

SERIES 20 NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS Years: 1901-1955 and undated

3 linear feet
Not on microfilm

The collection of newspaper clippings about Du Bwid subjects of interest to him has not been agdrfor use and
is in poor condition physically.
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NOTES ON ARRANGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION AND USE OF
THE SELECTIVE ITEM LIST AND INDEX

The most important limitation of the Guide and 8edective Item List is that they are only selectihey
are not, and could not attempt to be, a complstiagj of the 130,000 or so pages in the Papersitempt
to single out all historically significant itemsrcaever fully succeed, and the only way a readetbesasure
of finding all letters written by or to a given cespondent, or all of Du Bois’ or others' lettensaoparticular
subject, is to read through all possibly relevaations of the microfilm. An attempt was indeed m&dr
certain correspondents of special significancéjeatify all of their letters to or from Du Boisdad in the
Papers. But because of the size of such a tasksting of a personal or organizational correspanidit one
point in the Guide does not guarantee that akigtio, from, or about that correspondent in theePahave
been listed.

An attempt was made to identify and date all cpoesience and correspondence-related mat-erials ésuc
enclosures) so that they could be filed approgyiabeit some materials could not be fully identifiend
dated. The alphabetical sequence (or two sequelciag) theCrisis years 1911-1934) for each year is
followed by any unidentified letters known to hdeen written or received during that year and any n
correspondence miscellany that was found withythat's correspondence but could not be placed with
certainty with any of the individual letters. Muohit was probably enclosures.

The yearly files are followed by a sequence of matéhat could not be dated with any certaintyaih
material is arranged alphabetically if the naméhefcorrespondent could be established. Thus anyone
interested in all the correspondence by or to &qudar individual or organization should search th
"undated" section as well as the yearly files. Tithentified but undated material is followed by
correspondence for which neither date nor authorg@pient) could be determined. As in the yeéilgs,
much of this miscellany may be enclosures whicheveeparated from letters.

After most of the microfilming of the Du Bois Papdrad been completed, some 1,500 to 2,000 pages of
correspondence were received from the estate deglEraham Du Bois. It was impracticable to maie t
numerous splices that would put these items inbpgr sequence with the rest of the correspondence.
Therefore, they were arranged and filmed as aesialghabetical Supplement, which occupies Reelf 790
film.

A collection of Du Bois' personal materials hasrbaganged as part of the correspondence, on Réelad
78. This includes his correspondence with his $aies and assistants, lecture and appointmentisldse
and calendars, notes, statements, and finanamasit€hese materials are arranged by year.

In a collection of this size and character it dod prove possible to place every item in perfdoidiorder.

For example, the National Association for the Ads@ment of Colored People, when abbreviated "NAACP"
as it often is, may have its correspondence ingawsn year filed under National Association...asran
abbreviation at the beginning or the ending ofNfe and it or any other entry may have been féed]
therefore filmed, in one alphabetical position ieg/ear and a different position in a differentryea

Where an individual wrote or received a letter ity as a representative of an organization réatian on
his own behalf, the letter is filed under the nashthe organization. In the Selective Item Listisletters
are listed and alphabetized by name of the orgaoigavith the name of the individual following in
parentheses (). A reader seeking all the correlpare to or from an individual can use the indexhgp in
locating such letters, with the usual caution #iklistings in the Guide are selective, and theitahal
caution that in such cases the letters are actfil@tlyand filmed under the name of the organizaten
when the index includes an entry under the nantkedindividual.

As a means of providing at least a modest submmtoach to the correspondence, a good many names of
individuals and organizations and a very small neindd what were judged the most important general
subjects dealt with in the correspondence werdesingut for mention in the index as subjects (netety as
correspondents). For these entries also, bothdtiegs in the Item List and the references inititex are
selective rather than complete, and both the yeaitlee name of the author or recipient are necggasar
order to locate the correspondence in the bodigefiuide and in the microfilm.
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Reel and frame numbers have been added to thei8elitem List to enable the user to move quickbynt
the Guide to the microfilm. Only one frame numbas been used for each description, corresponditigeto
first actual frame in which the relevant materipaars. The material in question may continue tinou
many succeeding frames. The index to the corregmedprovides the year and alphabetical entryan th
Selective Item List, where more detail and reel fiache numbers can be found. However, it must bedo
that in any group of correspondence with a persarganization during a year, the Index, like tkedeStive
Item List, gives only the frame number where thaug of correspondence begins, whether the paaticul
item listed in the index occurs on the first, satar a much" later frame in the sequence”"Thereibam
indexed item is not found on the frame 1 istechimihdex, the user may need to scan all correspaerde
with the same correspondent on the frames thatvioll

Finally, although there are no restrictions on asde the Papers, the Regulations for the Use BfBVDu

Bois Microfilm; Copyright Information on the followg page, which protects the interests of the tradie
the copyright, must be observed by users of theatilia.
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REGULATIONS FOR USE OF W. E. B. DU BOIS MICROFILM,;
COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

1. The documents reproduced In the microfilm edibbthe Papers of W. E. B. Du Bois are the
property of the University of Massachusetts. Alblication and literary rights to materials in theprs are
reserved to the respective owners of the copyrigiieisein including, in the case of the writing of B/ B.
Du Bois, David Graham Du Bois.

2. Users of the microfilm must respect the cogyrigws governing the use of original manuscript
materials. All publication and literary rights miog scrupulously respected, and no use may be afade
Items in the Papers which will effect a violatianimpairment of any such rights.

3 Roll reproduction in any format of this film fany use is prohibited. Reproduction in any forofat
this film or any part of this film for commerciaistribution is prohibited. A single photocopy, tghe
handwritten, or other copy of selected Hems magnbde, however, for the purpose of private study,
scholarship, or research.

4, In accordance with applicable copyright law,npiesion to publish a direct quotation of any materi
herein, with the exception of brief extracts, mustobtained from David Graham Du Bois for writidmysW.
E. B. Du Bois or, in the case of other copyrightenal, of the copyright holder. Requests for pasiun to
guote from writings by W. E. B. Du Bois should meeessed to:

Archives

University of Massachusetts Library

Amherst, Massachusetts 01003

When appropriate, the Archives will forward reqeest David Graham Du Bois. Requests for permission
quote from writings of others than W. E. B. Du Bsi®uld be addressed directly to current copyright
holders. The Archives will be happy to provide vehar information it may have on current copyright
holders and their addresses. A dissertation isideres] a published work.

5. Material in the Papers may be paraphrased pedwigat such paraphrasing shall not distort théezn
and that clear indication is given that the matésiparaphrased and not quoted.

6. In quoting or referring to any item in the Papa@nless such item has been otherwise publigtzed t
in this microfilm edition, indication will be givetihat the item is part of the W. E. B. Du Bois Rap the
University of Massachusetts Library, Amherst (mfitno edition) and that all publication rights areserved
as above prescribed.
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CONTENTS

Correspondence

Through 1910 General A-G 48
Through 1910 General H-R 49
Through 1910 General S-Z 50
1911-1915 General G 51
1915 General H - 1918 General A 52
1918 General B - 1918 General S 53
1918 General T - 1919 General O 54
1919 General P - 1920 General G 55
1920 General H - 1921 General O 56
1921 General P - 1922 General O 57
1922 General P - 1923 General L 58
1923 General M - 19&3risis P 59
1923CrisisR - 1924 General R 60
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1925 General O- 1925 isis E 63
1925Crisis F - 1925Crisis Z 64
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