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Background

Following uron the Guatemalsn revolution in 1944, which saw the dia-
placemant of the military dictator Genmeral Ubico, a regime took over with
a program of radical political reform. During the Administration of Fres~
ident Juan Jose Arevalo (1945~51) there was an indiscriminate tolerance
of elements which included a number of Communists, Guatemalan and foreigm,
who steadily infiltrated to positions of influence in the pro-Government
parties, the Congress, organized laber, intellectual groups, the official
press and radio, the Social Security Inetitute, emd the Agrarian Reform
Administration. Thie has continued up to the present, tolerated and
frequently connived in by the chief executive. Though the Communiets
are relatively few, their influence is far out of proportion to their
pumbera. Their basic tactic is militant support of the Arevalo-Arbenz
rofo:m program, whose aime coalesce with many of their own limited ob-~
Jectives.

Fenetration of the Politlogl Parties

Until June 21, 1951, it was the habit of the regime to deny that
there were any Communiste in Guatemala, and they worked through the prin-
cipal pro-Government parties, PAR, RN and FFL. The Communiet Party vas
formally launched at a large public meeting held on June 21, 1951 to
celebrate the firat anniversary of the publication of the newspaper Octubre,
vhich carried the emblem of the hgmmer and sickle and the slogan "For
the establishment of a Great Communist Farty". A number of Government
officials (including the Secretary of the Presidency Salguero) and party
leaders of other political parties supporting the Government attended
the meeting, which was held in a theater wmade available gratis by the
Government. It was announced that Jose Manuel Fortuny was Secretary
General of the party. Fortuny was a former PAR loader end deputy in
Congress end & former member of the National Electoral Board.
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Listed among the members of the Central Committee of the party wae
R \Ali‘redo Guerra Borges, former editor of the official newspaper Diario
\ de Centro Amsrica, from which position he resigned the year before to
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Join the staff of Ogtubre. Victor Manuel Gutisrrez, head of the labor
organization Confederacién General de Trabajadores de Guatemala (co1G),
and Carlos Manuel Pellecer, Secretary of Disputes of the CGTG, were named
to the Central Committee of the Communist Party after Gutierrez returned
from a trip to Moscow at the end of 1951 and dissolved his small Fartido
Revolucionaria Obrero de Guatemala (FROG),

In December 1952, the Communist Party of Guatemala changed its name
to Partldo Guatemsiteco de Trabajo (PGT), but remained unchanged in its
aims and leadership, The purpose of the change was obviously to facili-
tate legal registration as a political party, which was accomplished a
few days later despite Article 32 of the Constitution which prohibits
political orgamizations of foreign or international character". The
PGT formed part of the pro-Government "Democratic Electoral Front" with
FiR, BN, and FRG, which engaged in the Congresaional elections in Jan-
P.u.t:ry 1953, Among the candidates which it supported were Fortuny and

1lecer,

Although with the emergence of the PGT there is now an open Commu~
nlst Party, the pro-Government parties harbor an unknown number of erypto=
Communists and fellow travelers, Their influence is seen in such actioms
as the following:

The four FGT membere of Congress were joined by fifteen others in
June 1952 in aigning a '"Declaration of Solidarity with the Korean People",
In the Congressional Session which opened March 1, 1953, Vietor Manuel
Gutierrez wes re-slected to the key post of Chairmam of the Agrarian Re-
form Committee, and Jose Alberto Cardoza, FGT, was re-elected to the
key post of Chelrman of the Committee on Revision of the Labor Code.
The Congressional appointee on the three-member National Electoral Board
is Alfonso Orantes, a fellow traveler or crypte-Communiat who attended
the eecond plenary session of the Gommunist Party in Guatemala in De-
cember 1952,

The Secretary General of PAR, the strongest and most radical of the
pro~Government parties, is Alvaro Hugo Salguero. Salguero is a former
Secretary of the Presidency with a record of pro-Copmunist activities,

The Secretary General of RN is Jaime Diaz Rozzotto, who is mow Secretary

of the Presidency and an avowed partisan of Communist causes. He attended
and addressed the second Snary congress of the Communist Party in Guat.
emala in December 1952, The co-Secretary General of FRG is Roberto Alvarade
Fuentes who attended the Vienna Peace Conference two years ago while

holding
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