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THE CRUSADER
LOOKING BACK
The Negroes in Monroe existed

and prospered, in a sense, when the
railroad was in.-full bloom. .During

" the days Of hard dirty labor, -and

coal-burning 1e$omotives, the dis-
New Town" sprang

"New Town" was-thé place where

“the Negro-railroad workers ‘strug=

gled: to-make homes for their fam-
iliés. Becauseof- the constant

‘falling of cinders from the smoke

stagcks, of the steam locomotives,
this was hot a desirable spot for
the white populace.- S

Most of the people in this
neighborhood and their children

.were born in thig.area. Their- ropts-

are deeply embedded HRere.

The residents can recall with

_pleasure the blowing of the lunch -

whistle at noon each day and again
at the end of the work day. One re-

' members, the long past scenes of
" these men, having completed their

‘days' work, trudging along, tired

* and weary, but proud of being able
to even half way provide for their -

loved oOnes.

One'¢an starﬁ on any street in

"this now designated, "slum area"

and find most of the homes owned-
by Negroes. ‘These homes -are not ]
fancy, -but livable. They ‘were built
or bought by struggling Negro
workers. ST

Many. of these homéé{howshoﬁse'>
the widows of thesé men, whoé re-

ceive  gkimpy ‘pensions from the re- .
© sults of their under paid; over- :

worked . husbands’’

fThe_railfoéd;hés'

The soot and cinders -

along with the:an

‘By.. Mabe® R. Williams

( 3 - - . , ) Yo
highway skirts the perimeter of
the area and lily- white indus-
tries are claose gy and easily
accessible from here.

o : .
' In short,. "New Town", or North '
Monroe, as the whites prefer to
call dt, has become a highly de-
_sirable location. S
The city fathers realize %his
fact and have hastened to make use.
of it by declaring it a slum area
vhile some of Monroe's most blight-
-ed di;tricts have been overlooked.

. .. If ond when this plen is fully. - . . .
-adopted, what will become of the . e
familiés who have%ggrked so hard )
in the past, to prepare homes out -
_of their meager earnings? What . .. e T
. will become of the widows of the . S . -
overworked, underpaid Negro labor- . | i
ers? What will ‘happen to.those : L it
who are not able to start over
again to build new homes or to

pay for others?u

All of the property appraising .
and relocating of Negroes will be
left entirely to the white offi- -

. cials; and I shudder:to think - ,
~ what .will happen to:the displaced -
persons who will be at the merecy
of these ruthless-obdurate white . -

. supremists.
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