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GREETINGS: R
‘ On Marchlst 1937, Honorable Burton K. Wheeler and Homorable Lynn J.

Frazier, jointly, infroduced a Bill, S, 1736, eal the so-called Wheelep~
Howard Act whi%h’became a law ond he 1ath, 19577 °RES mombers of this organ za-

==~ -~ tion endorse that ;Bill aml have. pledged support of it to the ‘Semators .
The American Indian Federation is an all-Indian orgenization with member-—
ship limited to Indians ard intermarried husbends and wives. Our purpose is to
“secure the rights, priveleges and respensibilities of Aueyrican citizenship for all .-
Indians. We believe that our race is Just as capable of being citizens as ary :
" other race or nationality within the United dtates. We believe too that the In-
dians themselves must lead the way in solving Indian difficulties, We are an
~orgerdzation, of Imdians, for Indians ard by Indians. ‘In August, 1934, at the -
'*”;"'Constit.utioml'fGoriventionw.rhich‘wris—heldAirn,Gall’up, New_Mexico,.we adopted a _
resolutiion asking for the repeal of the so-called Wheeler-Howard Act. Since that
time, we have worked unceasingly towsrd that goanl, We asked for the repeel of that
___Act becruse: . S : )
1.1t mllifies the Citizenship Act of 1924 whieh finde-all Irdians citizens, —
- 2.It forever sets the Indians apart from other citizens; cempels them to live in
& segregated status of communism, with gll property and resources held in
, common; and to "farm and graze and cut timber on'a comnunal basis" under a
dictatorship. | B L ’ . .
~ 5.There is 1o self=govermment—in the Acto Firml authorityis left-in the Seoretary ~ =~ 4
tary of the Interinr and-the Commissicner of Indian Affairs which is exactly )
where all authority in Indian matters has rested for the past 100 years amd
which system of "ward and guardian" basis of deslirg with the Indians hes re-
sulted in the depleted cordition of Indian resources and other conditisns. of
poverty, misory, lack of self-sufficieney, educetion and initiative which may
exist anong the Imlians today. : ’ ’
4.It does not provide land for "landless" Imlians, A1l Indians who receive land
under its provisions beconme only temants on governmenmt-owned land and subject
© . .o removal at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. Further than
. this, ‘the Act can be employed to bring all land-owning Indians who accept its
provistens-inte—a-ldike condition = .' i ]
$.I% perpetratod againstjthu Indians the gross injustice ~f ‘making them Urmitiine
"~ .1y charge their legal status fromphat Lovoluntary® tn "voluntery" werdship. .
-Indians were made wards without their consent “in the first instance, They have - -~
. contimed as "involuntary" wards, being born into that status. "ALL Indians .
who voted to accept the VWheeler-Howard act thereby gave full consent thet the
Bureau of Indian Affairs remain forever in comtrol of their affairs and thus
became "voluntary" wards. . ¥ o . ’ ‘
The passage of the so-talled Wheeler-Howard Act was opposed by intelli-
gent Indian leaders all over the United States. That honest, sincere opposition
from the people directly concerned wad drowned and lost in a fload of propaganda’
whick flowed from the office of the Commissinner of Indian Affairs and the organi-
zations and' individuals who had agsisted in having the Commissioner eppsinted to -
office, Corgress and the Américun,publip %ere propagandized into believing/¥hls v
Bill, which was introduced at the request of the Comnissianer, 'eracted intn law, -
In some instances, Indian opposition t5 the Act and. the. prograu which is being
cerried out under -authority.of the fct, hns been silenced hy "the old Bureau method
of prenises of jobs; and in meny, Bany instances, the opposition has been stilled
“by the statement that "opposition ts the progran will mean dismigs-1" or words to
© -that effect contained in a letter sigmed by the Secretary of the -Interior, dated -
"April 30th, 1924, which was sent-out t» all persans esiployed by the Indian Biireau _
am on the work rellef projects contrlled by the Bureau, ST e -
-7 Indian oppasitisn has revertheless cintinued snd in’some instances,; ¢
~8:trial of the Act, it\lms increased, . Because of _the é_k:gntinual appeal from I
dians for relief fron the provisisms of the so-called Wheeler-Howard Act, Ho
- able Janes E. Murray of Nontare, Honmorable Dennis Chaves of New Mexico, Hono
' 5 - . s T it Yoooe e ey, - T
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“rw gt HeCarren of devada, Hitbrable Usher L. Burdick of Iiortgaknta, Honorable John
Steven ieGroarty of California, and Honorable Thomag 0'Malley of Wisesnsin, have
— a:H.~introdueecFBiflfl—sd.—utﬂ—thckpresentm'a‘essi—o—meiLGangres§|~tr—>—amem‘the7sarid~Act~~to
—L-zexc—luda’—coptai-n'—I.ncli&rwsigr*clnuge*somefof;its*ppovisimns‘;Becausemf_rthe_incneeSS
ing Indian oppnsitisn t -the Act, the present Bill, S, 1736 t> repeal the so-called
- Wheeler-Howard Act was intrduced by Senator :Wheelermndeemtor{*‘razierf—who,are S
recognized as outstending authorities on Indian-7qpo§,,'qi;>g1§;gfrxj,qs friends. of.the _ .
Indian people. i _ .
Opprsitisn to the passage of § 1736 started at once, It is being ‘carried
~——forward by the Conaissioner of Indian Affairs and the same rganizaticns and ipdi- -

viduals why assistod-the Comnissioner intr-office-in -the first instance and then -

essisted !ﬂ in propagandizing Corgross and the American public inta believing that

the Indians epproved of the so-called Wheeler-Howard Act, Opposition to the passage
—— __0of 5 1738 arises fr-m sevoral s.urces which might be roughly classified ps followss

=8ubversive-forces.who,..according. t wn-stetements,.seck to.
maunisn in the United Stetes; with w] Commissioner of Indian
Affairs is in perfect agreement; whose nembers drafted ‘the original Wheeler-
Howard fct; and whose purpose, it is owr opinion, was to uge the Indians as
" the spenrbead imrtho establishment- I~ their Goal,  COMMUNISML~ :
2. Those groups who wish to heve the Indinns preserved in the vways of their
ancestors on reservatis ns, wearing Inmdisn-costumes y makirg-T miianpottery;—————
beadwork am baiéketxy, dning Indian dances; living like nonkeys in a 290 for
“the entertainment: of the rest of the Auverican p'ubli’c’,"phrfiélﬂ?x‘]&”’ﬁh?’%u?ﬁt T
trade t1 the Netional Perks. S E 2 : ) :
3. Self-styled humanitariens who honestly ard-sincerely believe that it is their
right to direct lwhat shall be dune TO the Indians; that they "know -what is
-~ " best for the:Indians'; snd whi arc willing tv do everything.FOR the Indians,
as long as they direct it, except to grant to the Indlans the God-given and
immliemble rights of "life, liberty and the- pursuit-of happiness" am "equal
justice under law" which is guaranteed to every American citizenby the Con- -
stitutisn of the United States and whieh is extended to.and enjoyed by all
who dwell in the United States except the First fnericans, '
4. Selfish interests (to borrow & favorite phrase from the Conmissioner) ‘who
profit. either ‘directly through the Indien Buresu itself, the fact ‘that the
7 Indians-arc held as wards, or ‘some provision of-the Wheeler-Howard-Acti — - -
#uch of the oppasition to the Bill S, 1733 ardises and will arise frem
pesple who do nat believe thrt the Indian is either capable or entitled to the
- ffr.a‘.gh'csfof“citizenship'l in the -land—f_hi s—m—ta‘.—vi—tﬁ“’llhe-preserntrGom;:lissi‘merﬂf
Indian iffairs expressed his views of thig subject very clearly {n 1935 during a
Hearing before a- Sub~-comiittee of the House Indian Comaittee, Hore recently, his
view has been reitereted in o press releawe which attncks Semator Wheeler and . )
Senator Frazier for the introduction of the Bill, 8. 1736. s quoted {n the New
———York Tines for_March lt}ti'l,,ﬁlQL"i?,,:t;he;Cmnm:I.s,s:I.onc::,,s(z’.i.-:l:w L :

T WINDIANS DETAGHED FRGi ‘THEIRMATIVE LIFE & NDTHROWR INTO-OUR MOD‘ER.N' B ———
WMECHANIZED SOCIETY, DROP FOR THE MOST. PARTT0.-THE.LOWEST-SOCIAL. .- -
STRATUH, COWPLETE MIGFITSn, - : : X :

That is what the Commissioner thinks absut ¥ou, Imians. In other words ’
you are n)t fit to be American citizens, becausc when you are relessed fron Govern-
‘ment wardski su "drip to the 8t socia i ", Thos S be .
TRt dskiog you M o huihe demest by was ﬁitﬁ'f‘a"rqgumbtnEggfeaggrggrgguﬁﬁfya{‘hos;e
Irdians who are mt under the control of the Indian Bureau. Lo ‘

. . Are you fit ¢ be an Aiierican citizen?  Da ¥you wnat t. be an American )
Icij;izenvgml_epjgy the rights and priveleges of smerienn citizenship? Or do you want
tc cantimue as an incotpetant ward with g Goveriment Burcau forever in control of

gy ﬁﬂuﬁprvperty,‘*gnd—thc*livmrdﬁ:h}ren? =
© THAT LS FOR-YOU TO ANSWER. - - ST T :
.+ - - The time has come. &nh answver, -a-regly.-united- answer-fr “r-the Fipgt “oo oo
knericans, . We of this® Jrganization Have carriéd on the oppasitian o ‘the Wheeler-
Howard Act at the cost%of'privatip'ns, kardship and personal sacrifice, because we
* believe that Y0U, our people,” are Just as capable, amd Just as intelligent, as any
other group of people in the United States, and theref:\re_e'qunlhr entitled to enter
wvArt: the, lifestrean of ‘American citizenship, and t- toke your places there with .-, w
hornor, "WE BELIEVE IN 10U, If you believe as we doj if you ‘believe that the o
Wheeler-Howerd Act is -a detrinent tu the Indians, then ve. ask you to circulate the -
enclased petiti«n suppurting the Bill S 1736 to repeal that Act. We ask you to do
this quickly because the cpposition tc the Bill is being promoted by the Commission-
er with his unliniteq resources and by other anply financed groups, _Beturn the -
petiti.n with as nany signatures as possible Just as soun as an- d
- of 1% will be made and given to_the Semtors and Representat

“to others. e shall do our part here,

Homorsble Burtsn X, Vheeler and Hrmrable Iymn J, Frazier, and the nther
Seratns em Congressnen mentiuned herein BELIEVE-IN THE INDIANS.. The Bill, s,
1736 has veén introduced to. give Irdians the opportunity t> SPEAK ThEIR WISHES,
¥hat are your wishes, First fmericans? Are you Ren Sr are you "misfits" who will
" sink t~ the levels of the underworld without the Wheeler-Howard Act? - '
- . SPEAR YQUR WISHES! . - -DO_IT N - - R :

2

- Vew simerely yours, . o o
ti/mel President, The Auerican Indian Federation, R
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T e, ﬁhﬁﬁiﬁ"sig"néd;ﬁidiﬁ‘ffbe'i’n’g:Ei.’—’or;mbrfa*ye'&-rs’—of*age%doﬂaerebyf
endoree the Bill, 8, 1736, entitled: To ropeal the act entitled: "An Aet to

conserve and develope Indien lands and Yogources; to 'oxtorﬁ’%o‘lﬁiiﬁﬁs“ﬁmi‘{ght‘ :
to form-buginess and othor organizations; to-establish-a-crodit system for-I ians;

to grant certain rights of iboma rule to-Indians; “to provide for vocatiomeladu~— - .

~cation for Indiens; and f\ other purposes", approved Juno 18, 1934, and the Act
-of-Jurs -15,-1935, _sip lementary - thoreto, as 1 roduced into-the Senate of |

Unitad Stetes on March.ist, 1997 by Honorable, Burton K. Whoeley amd Horornble. Lynn

Jo Frazier; and wu do heref)y respectfully petition the Congress of tha United
Statay to emact the said Bill ani the Pregident of tho United States to gign it,
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