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Report of ECA Information Activities -- Second Quarter 1949

I. Hain Bven i on

The highlight of the ECA information program for the second quarter
of 1949 was the Harshall Plan exhibition and speelal "Marshali Day"
commemorating the first anniversary of the Marshall Plan at the Royal
Netherlands Industries Fair at Utreght during the week of iiarch 29 to
April 7. "This fair vas keynoted on the thease of the Marshell Plan,
and April 4 was set aside by the faip authorities as Marshall Day.

Ambaseador Herriman and several of his staff were invited to the
fair as guests of honor. Ambassador Harrimen held a press conference
while here, attended by approximately 50 members of the Dutoh and foreign
press. lHe later addressed the Congress of the Utreoht fair attended by
represontatives of Netherlande management, labor ang government officials,
membors of the Diplomatic Corps in the Netheriands and many roreign
business representatives,

Ambassador Herriman!s trip to the Hethorlands generated consider-
able publicity in the press in the Hetherlands, Prior to his arrival g
biographical dats sheet wasg released to 500 newspapers, journalsg and
periodiocals, During the first weslk of April, 380 of these publications
reproduced the date in its entirety, In addition, most of the natlonal
and reglonal dailies carrled photographs of the Harriman visit and stories
once and vigit to the fair, The majority of the
w8papers carried the texts of speeches (released prior to
delivery) made by Ambaesador Harriman, Ambaseedop Baruch and Dy, Valentine,

The Netherlands Ministry of Economic Affairs 4n conjunction with
the Information Center for the Marghal Plan (an information center spongored
by a comnittec representing Netherlande labor and menagement interests)
Sbonsored a large exhibit a4 the fair featuring overall ERp operationg
and Netherlands end use. Approximately 200,000 persons visited the exhibit
during the weok, Around 450,000 Marshall Plan pamphlets were handed out
at the fair op nailed to interested parties visiting the fair, These wers
supplied by both the mission and the Minigtry of Economic Affeirs,

<
™~
.
kN




-2

The national Independent daily, Het Paronl, devoted ite complete
issue of April 4th to the ERp anniversary. Het Parool has a cireulation
of 127,000, For the first time in its history 1t printed its text in
Englich as well as Dutch and distributeq 2,000 copies of thigp through
the Netherlandg Information Serviee in the U.8., as well as 1ts standard
distribution in the Netherlands, Vrij Hederland, with g eirculation of
80,000, had g similar special edition, The majority of the Netherlands
deilies gave lead features on the mRP anniversary ang Harrimen's visit
in their april 4th issues,

On April 4th the Netherlands national labor radio system, VARA,
with an audience of 700,000, broadeast o 1/2 hour program on Harshall
Plan, This progran vias based on a Beript prepared by the ECA Information
Office with some ECA personnel taking part in skits and ing
transeribed statements Valentine and Labop Adviser
and AVRO (Independent) also broadeast the entire ceremonies at the

2 of the Fair on April Lth, The Netherlands ghort veve broadcast
station, PCJ, algo picked up these ceremonies and released it to the
Indies and Australis, ] adeast a transoribed address by OSR
Labor Adviger Harry Martin during the afternoon of April 4,

II, Prese Activities,

There were 15 releases brepared for the loea} Duteh press. Thesge
vere general releamses distributed through ANP dneta, USIS, ang appropriate
Duteh Government bress services,

The condensed Verzion of nGift o Freedon® wag translated, wimeo-
graphed and forwarded to 70 editors of leading labop nevwspapers, Initial
response from editore indicates 1t will get wide play.,

There were six special storieg brepared for Paris ang ¥ashington,
all of which wepe accompanied by photographs,

Story matoriel ang photographs of the manufacture of streptomyaine
in the U,8,, its shipment to the Netherlands and local end use was supplied
to a national mediecal magazine, Pletures and story were used in its Hay
edition,

111, Special Ceremonies,

On April 22 a spsclal osremony was held on the occasion of the firgt
anniversary of the OEEC which was attended by many Dutch officlals and
ost of the mission stafs offigers. Dutoh nevspg
amount, of dooumentary material on the vork of the QBR ite first
year and the texts of speeches ere q by several
nevepapers on the anniversary.

On April 13 special geremony was held in Utreoht on the occasion
of a

of the installation pre-fabricateg blook-making machine, the fipgt
in Holland, for uge in housing construction, Photographs and an end uge
story wers forwarded to OSR,
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Dr, Valentine attended the traditional opening day ceramony at the
Alkmear cheese market festival where he delivered an address, This cere-
mony recelved widespread coverage, most with photographs,

On May 12 there was a special ceremony for the opening of the new
all electric railway running from Ubrecht to Heactricht in the Limburg
mining ares, a distance of 370 kilometers, Several members of the mission
staff atiended the ceremony and photographs and a story were prepared by
this office on the significance of the ovent (the electrification of Dutch
railroads with Marshall aid),

On Moy 7 Lehor Advisor Smith and Mr, Norton took part in an agricul-
tural congress in Horth Holland where they gave informal talks on ERP aims
and took part in a round table discussion broadcast over the local radio
station,

Lee R. Smith spoke on Mar 23 at the opening of the biennial congress
of the "Nederlendse Vereniging van Spoor en Tramwegpersonnesl (Reilway

Workers! Union) in Utrecht, with an audience of about 600, Good press
coverage wae given this evont.

On June 21 the City of Coevorden in the Northeastern part of Holland
staged an exhibition to 1llustrate the industrielization of the community
following the war, The Dutch #inistry of Leonomic Affeirs displayed the
Marshall Flan exhibit from the Utrecht Industries Fair and ¥CA pamphlets
and literature was distributed to visitors. Dr, Valentine was one of the
sponsors of this exhibition,

On June 30, Lubor Adviser Smith addressed & speclal meeting of the
Chrlstian Netherlands Trade Union (CX¥V) on the occasion of its 40th
anniversary, The opeech was recorded for later hrnadcast. Approximately
3,000 attended this meeting,




