The Ne Ae Ae Co Po md Rage Segrogation

Theve 18 & ‘good deal of misapprehension es to the historic attitwle
of the National issocintion for the Advencanent of Colored People

end rage segrogation. As & matter of ract, the issonietion while it das

Gofrom tme to time disouseed the larger ospeots of this matter, las veken

)
Do general ampd and adopted no gemeral philosophye. Of course its action,

[ ,
~ I~and often vuiy .effectlve action, has been in speoific cases of segregation

“where the call for o definite stami was cleer ad decideds IFar instance,
in the preliminery National Negro Gonveition whioh met in New York May
.Slst and June 1st,‘ 1008, segregation was oRly mentl coed in & proteat againet
Jm-—cﬁw olur laws :nd that becuus e ol én guenduant by Willieam Ne Trotters
In the First Annusl Report, Jenwry 1, 1911.1 the hesociation evolved &
statenent of 1te purpse, which suid thet "it sesis to uplift the colared
. men ond woman of this oountry by seourd ng to them the full oujoyment of
“their righte 'aa'oitizena. Justice in 8ll courts, and eq‘u'al ity of oppm'tuﬁity
ow:;}wkgré." Later, tiis general stagément was epitomized in the welleimown
declaraiionl "’thdoncoives ite mbssion t0 be the completion of the warlk
" whioh the greal ISmpnoi_p tor begone It ﬁmxio:;e's toﬁ anke & group of ten
ntllion /meriouns free fiom the .in-ering shackles of pash BLBVOYY,
: ‘phy;aioally.' i‘xz'eei from peonage, mentully free fraa édgnoremoe, politically froe
B ‘;mem Vdieffumhi'ae,ment, anci c 81ly free from insulte" This phruse which
I first rewrote nyself for the innual Report «f 191D atill expresses prege=
nently the objeot of the N. A.{A. Ce 2o md‘ it has my own entize adhsrences
It w1l be noted, however, the t hore agein segregation cowes in only |
by implication. Bpaoii‘i'oe\ny.nit wes first spoken of in the Second ‘
Report of the'Aagooiation. Januexy l, 1:912, waen the attempt to distroy
the property of Negroes in Kensas City becuuse they hed moved into a white
ﬁeot onwas taken upe T is be_gen our £ight on a'spéciﬁc phese ©of segregh=

tion} nomely, the attempt to establish a Negro ghetto by force of lawe
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This phase of a:ejgm@atj on wa fotight vigorously for yeurs ﬁnd etton achieva

notable vioﬁoriba 1n me highea? courts of the land. But it wu.). be no', B

_here that the N.ATA.C.E axpresaed no opinion es to whother 1t m@n not be

a feasible end ad#isab

le thing ror oolm'ed people to esteblish’ 'dxeir own.

]

@naidenual seetié[ns. or their cTwn towne and certainly there wes nothmg x=

%preased of hnplli,ec?
Sintemts in 1ndu try,
for oouiderablq aiffe

-2

throuhegl guts

5 Negroea should not nrmize for promoting ﬂxeu' opn
litemtu;'e or art. Manifustly, here wes oppormnity

reme of ﬁopinim, bu't the ma‘cter névqr waa thoroug,_ Ly

i
H
i
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The Aseooxicion me;ved on to otuer me tters of gelel Giscrlmination. The

© Pull Crew B111 whioh 1

el to dianiasal of =0 meny Negm railway employeaa. The

Jin~Orow ear 1aﬁé: on railwey tieins and street ocars. The aagre@a t‘Lon 1n £OV eXD~

ment dexn;'tment-é'. In

‘and \magui'vqcal X It h

culss which daisorimine

. {
Bixth Annuel Repett 1s

}
of "r'facts, the mon l
i

/
-m&tfuer of Negro

) g;pimz nmnouncmL

/ epkeds "Equall
,t),.ublie school expen&i

| ‘/bf course doed not to

%iaégigtion i ncfiude chmve of u&m*r laws, bheiter a&ninistmt icn f pres t

»11 thae #tterz, the stend of the Assooiution was elear
old thet it wes & gross. 1nju.s t:lee to make special
ted aga,nnt the colar of mployeea or patro s8¢ - In the

o uad in Mareh, 1916, the seven lines of anuéavor cf| the

3ews, Justice 1 the c!ou\rta, _atoppage of publi¢ e pendimre. the fovestightion

|

;
mange ment of distinfruiahed work by Negroes and org:mizatio 8e

4 Very aoon.lhmeveé y there csme up & MOre omplex quos.,ion und thet wes the

« The a societion hed pvoided from the bel;x nnmgfny thorouf
)

thie :mt ters In the resoluti ons of - 1909, e conference

opel oppormnities for Lll endin all the tutes, and that
ure be tpe oome far the Negfo and white childe™ Ihis

i

b the r;’eal problem of geparate sch pois. "Ve'ry‘ ao00n, howeiéif.

Jthelg* projgram was v

eatablishing

" to the frant.

| Trom the Obox‘.l.;.n dorj | torie s 1P 1919. the disprininution in the Sehool o

Education at:ﬂ& Univere ty d"’ Ponnaylvanm, rnd the Cineinnatl 1ght ag
]e

parq

onted té the Aaaoci’tion.. The exclusion of colored egirls

te achooi far colored children brought the

further enses ccme; the q&aklyn_](}:rls' Hi
A . 5 S
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(The Ne As A+ Os Po and'mce Segregeti os)

matter of s calored l?gh School in Indinmpolh, end the: oelebrated Garxy quses
Greiually, in meue cases the attitude of the Associetion crystelized, It deoiqrod
4 that further extension of sogreguted schooles far perticular ruces and espec&a;ly
(} for Negroes was unwlaa end dargerous,and the Aseocistion undertook in ell

?m poanible ouses t0 oppose such furthev segregations It did not, however, for a

37 moment feel culled upon t0 attack the separite schools wherc most oolored children

are ednoated throug)mut the United St:tes and it Ad not do tnia nod because

it epproved of aepsrate schools, Wt because it was faced ‘ny a feot and not a

thoorye

It sew no sense in tilting sgainst windmills. 1t will ve seen that in
all théé_e oases the Assoccintion wes attacking spedific instames ard not
ateemptié.g to 18y down sny general rule es to how: fur the mdvancament of the

oolbred race in the United States was gping to inwlve racisl asction and orgonizatisn
" of Negioes for certain ends. '

To be sure, the ovecrwhelming and underlying thouc';ht of the NefeAsCePs has
alwaya besen that any diserinirs tion based simply op rege is ftmﬁa»antany wonge
_ On the other hand, they Meed certsin unfortunate but undeniable factes For

inammo, wor cae. The Negro wus belng dralted.

N. Negro officers were being
conmigsioneds e Ne Ae sis Ce Ps asked for the admission of Negoes to white

* officer schoolse This was denied. Therc was only one further thing to do apd

o Vtﬁu_t ﬁaa fo asgk for a school for Negro «fficerse There srose e bitter protest
faxﬁo'x-xg':ﬁmy Negroes againe® this movements Nevertheless, the argument for it woas
abaolutely unansewerable, «nd Joel E. Spingarn, Chcirman of the Boaxrd, supported by
the students of Howerd Universi e h—uno}xed a movement which resulted in the
‘camissioning o auvén Imndred Negro ofi:icern in the AsE«Fe In 8ll the British
Doninions, with thedr hundreds ¢f Néiddems of calored folk, therec was not e singhe
oﬁ:ioer of known Negro blood. Tiw smericen Negro seared & tyremendous triumphr

¢ @sgainat the Color Line by their esdmitted policy of segrogetions This dd not

]

mean thut Mre Spingarn or eny of the members of the Nehe..eCePs thougit it right

that thexe should be a aepgréte Negro cump, but they thought & separate Negro

-0mp  end Nogto officers was infinitely better then no ctmp and no Negro Orﬂ,m.
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end that wes the only precttealy cholse that %mr b&foré‘thén. Stutlerly, in dle
question of the Negm vote, tho NeAeieOoPs begen in 192 attenpt to. re;aniga

+he Negro vota lmd cast 1t *n oppod tion to ?pen enimies ‘of the Negro r?oa who

'°°[vore running fok of fice. This wes & spocies of advooeted o egregatlion. It was
‘ I : ‘ ° ’

. OQiappealins to vor.s.a-n on the grounds of raee, énd i.t B’ﬂought for 'that rearml considérai)f

c(j)oppo*ition. Ne%erthels ss, 11 could be, cefended on the gmxmd thet the sleotion

: of encmies ofl‘nhe }’eg;m racé wes Dot only a blow M th t race mt to the white

yeoe end to a].l eiviusatton. 4nd while our- attitude. even in the Purker caae. hos'

' bheen critinized,' it haes on the whole found abundant Jueti ficat lom. '
‘I'ha finaé problen in seyreg tionA “resented.to us is t.hai rof the IIarlem'Hospﬁal.

Hem ues -a ; pﬁ:fl in the c xnter of . a greet Ieea;ro populati on which ror yeurs | |

did not have bnd would not admit 8 sing;ls Negro phyaician to 11:5 stufl. élnally.
by agitation and hJ poli‘aicf_l power, Negroes obte ined repwesematlon on the staff

in co:iaiderable numbera anqlmmberehip on the Board of Controls It ves & groat

tri@ph. VBufg it was eeaanpknie& tzy ‘renotion on the nard of whites who had opposed

. [
this movenmen } and an Lttcmpt to ohan*e the stetus of the hoso:ltal B0 that it

would baecoumd L aeg;-egated ﬂpgrn hospitel, :nd =0 that presmnably the other hospluals

of ‘the el by ?l;ﬂuld continue Ei*c;'o‘ exclude '».i-rgmesfmm thaiy :-,tafi‘s. And wlth .tnis
:

Brose mav; mt 10 estabush Negro hospit&la throughout the United atatea. '
Hera was enlaxcaeﬁ’innly diffioul oroblen. On the one hmd, thnre is no (Lubt

of thﬁ nea& cf t.hs Negxo prulf tion . wr wider -nd better hoapxtui‘mion. ano for
the demend on the: mrt of‘ t{e:;ro phys' 1sns for opporu:inities of hospital prectice.
" This was illuatm‘ced by thé» celebrated Tuskegee hospited where nearly all, the
Negro phyaic.ans are se;vremted but where an efflcient Negro stui‘f has been]
v ‘instal'.led.r ‘il’ermps nothin% 1lluutratea betber than this the c.ontradiction end
'paradot of the nmblﬂm o \aee gegrogati on in tne United Jtatea, and the vroblem

wich the N..L CePo facad’ and etill fecese Ons of the moet prominent members of
145 boad, ;0 w‘o«nﬁmn@m with uum,mhrmL courage the fght o meke

Harlem| Hosy tel a general hospital apen t0 oll with competemi Negmea represent ed

i
|




(The NeAshsCePe and Race SOgregatin) :
omite afart end to oppose eny movement t0 establish specifie Nong h‘oapiﬂlao

On the other hand, the National Aado:tation for the Advancemont oi‘ (+] ! oua Pooplo

. ] o P .
knows end we 6ll know that from the gverwhelmingma brity of the best hospiiels

| |
in the 1md Nogro physiciems, no met {er what their attainma:;t. are ntgs.dly C
excluded because of race cnd Negro patiems receive less then te prqiper ‘Tm. ‘ '

: - | i
But ell this simply touches the whole question of racial orgmizfatioj end '

ool initiative. No matter what we meywish or say, the vast majarity of @he‘l\iqgroés »

(‘{% in the United States are born in colored homes, educsted in separé%e icolaxijsd sq_hoo}a.
attend separate colomd churches, colored mates, md find their m‘ltﬁ:&ﬁﬂ'iﬁ

in colored Y« Me Co As's and fs fis Cy A'se Even in thdr economic life, .

gradunlly being forsed out of the place. 1n indistzy which they oecup;od 1

white vorld and being oompal.led tos k thei.r living among thmaelvea. :

segregodon with & vengeanse. ind ar to tIus volunwxy and purpeseiul ‘ﬁégngation

of ouraelven.as shovm by thia clipping frm the Atlanta Congtitut 1au

u

It stands as e flat md undeniabls fact. What are we @ing to flo sbmt 1t7

It 15 this problem which THE CRISIS fesirds todiscuss durinmg the prepent, yeur in

all its pheses md with smple end felir z-ebreaenbaﬁm to all shades br opinion.
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SEGREGATION IN THE NORH
I have read with &ntéro:st the various oriticisms on my recent discuasiona of

: o
pogregations Thoge like thet of Mre Plerce of Clevelend, do not impress me. I am

not woarried about Bemg inconsistents What varries me is the truthe I an talking

about conditions in 1934 end not in 1910. The arguments of Walter White, George
Sohuyler and Kelly Miller, haw logic, but secm to me qu:lte bealde the point. Im

the nm plaoe. Walter White is white. He has more white compenions snd friends than
colorad. He goos whore he will in New York City and meets no Colar Lines This is
parfeotly rcht and i1t 1s what enyone else of his mplexion would do, but it is

runtaatic to aspume that thie has enything to do wi th the ¢oloxr problem in the

" United States. It naturslly mekes Mre White an extremne Opponont of any segregation

baped on a myth of reces But his srgumnt does notr apply to Schuyler or Miller or mes

- Moreover, Mx White knows this. lle mov 6d ox{ce into a white apertment house and it

4 to
The

wont back on hime. He mow lives in e colored apartment houses He once took a friem

'd4ne with hin at the oelebratod Lafeyette Hotel, where he had often be walcomed.
nam ganont humilia ted him by refusing to perve Roland loyese ‘
| The ettitudea of Schuyler snd Kelley Miller are based on the emiable assumption
that threre 15 1ittle or no seygrecetion in the X?orth, and ?hat agitation and a fimm
‘stand is meking it diseppesrs This, of course, is a fabl.e. $he difference between
- ‘North end South in the mtter of segree;atlon is largely a differance of degres, if we
7 ‘accept the provalenea of mob law end politioal and sociael disfranchisement in the
‘ South. : In the North, neithor Schuyler or Kelley Miller nor amyone with a feasible
,admixtui'e of Negro bloed csn frequent, hotels or reétemnts. They have difficulty
, _1n finding dwelling places in white neighborhoods. They occupy Lowsy 1. on 3u11maml~

. and they 4o not go into dining cars whéh a;ay number of wilte people are thero.

ot fima

7 . Their ohildren eithcl; go to colbmd schools or to schools nominally for both races,
B but actuslly attonded almost excluéively by colored childrem. In other vords, they
§ore confined by unyielding public opinion to & Negro woled. And no ma$% ter how muoh
they may fulminate ebaut no segrogatlion, ther& staxid the flat fadts. Moreover, thie

. situation has been oteadlly gfo'ning-ﬁomb. Nr. Spingarn may ask judicicusly.

[
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(éogragauon in

ad to whather on not |

the ,ﬂorth.)

‘the Ne Ae Ae Co Po should chemge its amtum touara aegraganon. '

The point that he doies not realige is that sagregauon has changed 1ta attitude toward ,

the Ne As As Qo

1t was in 1910 C
Wih‘at ro ye goix‘:g %

best hotel in Clevel

Pe ‘l'hat dcas not mean that segregation is nofc just as gvi_l today an

)r thiat enyone denies the fact. But today the preasin'g problun 13:

do about 1¢7 In 1910, oolored men could be enﬁertaimd in ﬁxe

and, Detroit end Chicago. Today, there is not a aingle Northem

city, except New Yoﬂt. where leNegm can be a guest at a firat-olaaa hotel. Hot evon

1_n Boston is he
very smell.
~and Dre Moton

i
i
|

public dining

Ro]

wlq.uned. and in New York, the number of. hotels wrers he can go ls :
land
only

room

Hayee was umbla to zet hotel accomdationa. and Booknr T. Waehingﬂ
sucenaded by powerful white #nfluence and by 1éfraining to use. the

Or the P\lbli& lobblea.

Theae are unpleasant facts. e do not

_;lika to vole
f%admznia trati

opinion meoats
living in time

i in demand, and

:Jﬁhpmr. Tha theory’ is tlat by mainteining certain ficti.ons of law and

we can stand on the principle of no segregation and wait until puhlic

ouxr p’oaition. ' But can we do this? Remanbe,r\ that nmggtime, vTe are not

s of proaperity, when we werq making pos tewar incames, md cur labor wes

vie porhaps coqld ar"‘ord to waits But todw; faéed.-by‘ etaivltion and

econmic upheavel

t*on that is. \fpan

: peaple L hat ey
f can we do?

agd soclal ol
executive assy

ofé dcmoe racys

! )
_are doing it
. x:ién in viashi
ccngregaﬂon

are these youzn

| by Negm taac]her%

a: living thrdu

. segrogat lon.
-

nt;

if mmt of them

and by ahe] 'verv @.esﬁon of being able to survive 1n th €| recons truc~

us, it is xrid culous not to sep end erimmal ned to0 tell

Do
1

an base thelrlsalvation upon the reiteration of a slogan

the colored

ey ' that then

e o y thing that“e not only cen but must do ia to oa-&anize

our economic

Ham-nber to aasoc {ate with ourselves and txain ourselves for

.‘v. Lrganize our conauming strength. 'l'rain ourselvea 1n methods

Ru our own ibstlituticns. We are doing this pertially now,

only wé

er e pecnlia attitwle of rotest. 4 nurber of e cellpnt youn-g gentle=
hmring formJId a Negro alliencs, proceed to reaid me out
I

tPe righteous scauge of my attitude toward aegre'gauon.

of the
But who

& 49:1? 'i‘he prod ts of & segregeted. se&\ool sys tem.| The tallent seleated

« The perebn who can only today, in nine cases out of . tlen, esm

gh Neero so¢lal 1nst1tutiona. These are the men ﬁ\at arc ye lii.ng against

Tid been educated in the mixed achqols in Nevi York




(Segregetion in the Norths) . _
instead of the megregoted schools of Washington, they mwer would bave eelL

because Washington picks out end sends ten tires &s manymegms to colleg:

York does. It would, of course, be full easy to call thla volwmtary a 80¢ tion for
- great social and economic ends by snotler name. than aagregetion, and it 1

so in the beginring of this debate, many people would have been saaily |dec ved.ena

would have yelled no segregation with one ‘side of their inouths and raccla o de and raeq
offart with the other sides No such a ahmtion can rightly be drawn. SeFregetion |

may be campulsory by law or it may be pempul soxy by ecoxgmic or socisal coxﬁ’dition.

Oy 14 may be a matter of ITee cholce. |At eny rate, 18 ﬂa the separa’d bn of pebplo.

And that separation is evil and leads lto natiomlian andé war, snd yet it qs‘tode'y in--;j

evitable. Ineviteble because mthout t the Amexic an Negm and other ?nrlﬂ groupe

would suffer evils greater than the evil of separation. ‘I‘hey would sj’fex ‘the loss

of self-rcspest, the lack of falth in themselves, the lack of knowledge alout theme

selves, the lack of ability to make a decent 1ivings

This situation hae besn plunged into erisis snd m'éeipitatﬁ an ap ¢n |demend for -
thought eand scotion by the depression end the New Deals |The government, |n%tmnal and

state, 16 helping md muiding the indlviduel. It has eftered amd eternd |for o0l

into gociel end economic orgenization of life. e qoulé W sh, we could" ray, that thln

entrance could abeohtely ignore lined of race and eolo:y.', mt we know pertcctly
well 1t will not, mnd with present riean opinion, 1t cannot. The queation is then,
ere wo going to stand out and refuse fhe inevitebls und inoscapable goveriment |
eid beceuse We first wish to abolish the Color Line? W#p sre mot simply tilting et

vindmills, %e ere, if we are not careful, commi tiing rece suicides




