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Washington, D. ¢,
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MENORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR o\ A
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With reference to the attached press release in which Chairmaﬂ?bies of _
the House Committee on Un-american Activities states that Justice Department - -
Agbnts had been inveus igating him .s well as witnesses who huve appeared
before his Committ you ure aavised thut the Bureau has not investigated
elther Dies or thé)Mitnesses, The Bu;gauih;sl'qf,ggursqlﬁiqugyggwedfa
number of witnesses who appeared before the Dies Committee wx a result -
of the requesy of the Crim al Livision thet ve investigate the testimony
anta and the related testimony in whiekn #t is alieged that
yed on the “euer&l*\%’ri’bers~Pre;§éet—in—New~Jersey_and New Yerz
vere actually engaged in Yhe preparation ang ddsseminution of Communist
liter.ture and propaganda., I have checked vith Mr. Starr and he has stated
definitely and positively that we have never saia or done anything which o
would even infer that we vers investigating Congressman Dies and as & mattet 1
of fact his name has never come up in connection with any of the interviews

AT 4 yi. conducted. Mr. Starr advises that he has been most careful to expiain to

.- each person interviernec the procedure folloved in investigations predicated

udon Congressicnal or cenatorial inquiries, pointing out that the results

of the Congressional inquiry which is to deteraine the r-cts in a particul-r
situation, are referrec to tne departient of Justicesihich, siter . stuey

of the major aspects ianvolved, refers tazem to the FBI for an invesiigztion., B
Mr. Starr follomed this procedure because questions were asked by vericus J prti
witnesses intervieved =s 0 whyfthe~Bureau—did;netuiAVestigate.ibregularities .
thefts snd grufts which were allezed to be taken in the acainistretion of
various projects of the}pPA. .

1)

- ek - -

. . i . i PR
The cureau has absolutely no information concerning Die§‘owii;‘;gaggii;fﬁxgéﬁy‘
t.ies or concerning land involved in a title dispute. The Bureau has con-
fined itself solely to the investigation of the aspects of the case in which
the Criminal Division has requested investigation. }
It 3;)* 6 probable thut this outburst of Lies cmanates originaily rom
vteveNBiramisghanm since it follows generally the theme of the attached .
letter\dated Jenuery 21, 1939, sdwressen. to you by zdwin P. Bunta, Bunia
i5 u paid informunt of Steve Birminghum's, who n_.¢ in turn empioyed by the
Dies Comaittes vs an -investigutor. It aprears that Birmingham is trying

to »tir up something in oruer to muke his job isst as long us posgib}e.
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Jamisry 26, 1939
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xncGui"e of the Denny en{>te7enhoned and
strted t‘nt +her, had bheen oheerved . ﬂxlast night's vanrers
iﬁ

{/Ja-'-‘

RECORDED COPY ILED IN é/

8.napers artiole to Ehp effect that

e 188 claimed ritment of Justice agents were
-lnvestigatinp him,

He {nny a8 to whether I‘knew -enything-about
1t. I informed ! I Imdcheard nothing shatever about
tt. Le stated thathe tt rney General {s nthortzins a
Press eon“erence anpro mate1y 2:00 P.K, tFA0ay and it is
desired that e ststement” ‘be made in th ntess copnference.

I informed kr, McGuire that“I would hav you call him on
your return to the offlce. :

Réspecttully,
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called iy, Matthay
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FAMoGuire o2, Department advising this the

t 1inve 8 g Cor W, his bnckground,‘hib 80tivitig;
. big, stead, at the requegt of the:

: ursau is. vordusting ap: fniis

b wax 2iven by,

funds ang labor in

in Cozmunists, fetivity rather than form
functions op the project i&ac}lt.w e

ing the legitinuta
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thereof ere sigageq iy

‘His Sctivities with <. -
Nagi Orgnninti'ons.
A¢ a practics) Suggention, T ®dvised My,
Doparhint*mo fron:the ¢ ol Diviggoy ‘
I pointed oyt to Hr. MeGuipe that tye ed ‘and -
ed in the Departs “Bly phases
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