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PY August 26, 19,2
Tos Mrs., Mary McLeod Bethune
Fromi Charles P, Howard
Subjeot: Handling of Hegro Officer Candidates

On August 26, pursuant to your instructions I wemt to
Fort Des Molnes, Iowa, for the purpose of investigating condie
tions surrowmding the Negro girls in training as officer candi-
dates of the WAAC, and have this to report:

1 reported to Captain Vann B. Kennedy, Public Relatioms
Officer, advised him that I was making sn investigation of the
post at your request for the information of Mrs. Hoosevelt, and
agked for an interview with Colemel Don C, Faith, The Colonel
was not inmediately available, but upon his return I was granted
an interview at once.

I advised Colonel Faith that my mission was to investi-
gate conditions at Fort Des Hoilnes relative to the Negro girls
and informed him thet I had been requested to do so by yous

Colonsl Faith frankly informed e that as to housing,
reoreation, and eating ths Negro girls are segregated, and that
segregation was done in conformity with the "policy of the army;"
that otherwise Hegro girls are given absolute equality of oppor=
funity.

Yor the purpose of faoilitating my investigation I pre-

pared a serles of questions, and the answors thereto are by me
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based upon questions propounded to- Colonel Faith and Captain
Kennedy, interviews made this date with individual Negro WAACs
and groups of Negro WAACs, and my personal cbservations made
daily since the first day of the camp.

ASSIGNMENT:

All of the thirty-nine Wegro officer candidates are
assigned to one platoon and are a part of the First Company of
the First Regiment WAAC. There are two other platoons in this
company made up of white officer candidates,

BOUSING,

The Nsgro WAACs are all housed togother in a building,

located at the east end of the line of barracks.
RECREATION;

Bervice Clubs== There ere at present two centers of
recreation; one for the white WAACE and ene for the Hegro WAACa
located at different points on the post, There are under construgce
tion at this time two buildingsw=eome to be kmown as Service Clud
Humber 1 and to serve as a recreational center for white WAACs;
one to be known ag Service Club Number 2 and to serve as a rearea=
tional center for Wegro WAACs, Hegro hosteases are already on
the ground supervising this recrestion.

Post Cantesn=~ There is located on the post the Post

Cantesn. It houses on the main fleoor the prinsipal canteen sales

room having a soda fountain, books and newepapers, notioms, leather
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goods, cigars, cigarettes, eto. On the same floor adjacemt to this
large room is a restaurant staffed by Chinese, and in the basement
is a bowling alley. &ivery facility of this canteem is open to the
Hegro girls. I have personaily ceen tham served at the soda founrtain,
bowling in the bowling alley and having meals in the restaurant.

Swimming Fool-- There is located on the post a swimming
pool built to accommodate a population of possibly LOO, There are
on the post perhaps 700 to 800 enlisted men, the complemsut of post
officers and their families as well as thae NAACs, A schedule of
swimming by companies is arrangeds, A delinite poriod is set aside
for the Regro girls to gwim, Each company has & aspecified swimming
time, howsver, the Hegro platoon 1s given a specified period in whioh
to swim separate from their compamy.

MEALS 3

4 specirl building has been constructed to serve as a
dining hall for the WAACs. This building faces the north and 1s longer
north and south than tho east and west dimensions, The Nogro girla
ere assigned special tables in the eouthsast corner of the dining
room. As tho third platoon of the First Company, they do not in
their proper order fill inthis ssating arrangenent. For the firet
few deys of the school the tables assigned to the Negro WAACs were
marked "Beserved C;" howsver, upon somplaint being made by FBegro
girle Colonsl Faith had the signs removed.

CLASSES:

Classes are condusted by platoono, compenies, or two come

panies. In all matters of imstruction there is absolute equality amd
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the Nogro WAACs have classes along with the whites, if it ig a class
of two platoons or more., Of course, if it is a one=platoon cless,
the Negro platoon receives its instrugtion alone the semo as any
other platoon would receive platoon instruction,

DRILLING:

In the matter of company drill the Hegro BAACs take their
turn at commanding the company in the seme retio as whito girls ret
their chence,

Today, August 26, I saw a Negro girl, Miss Charity Edna Adams
of Columbia, South Carolina, in command of the First Cempany as Cadet
Company Commander,

FHYSICAL TRAINING:

That is true of drilling is trus of phyaical education;
Negro girls take their twm in directing the whole company in physieal
edwation, and ¥re, Mildred E. Carter of Boston, Magsachusetts, hag
been cited by her company commander as the best director of eelisthenias
in the ocompany.

OPINIOHS:

Colonol Falth was asked at a Press Conference on Saturday,
August 15th by a Negro press representative "if the Begre girls wers
of such high caliber, so well educeted and so fine personally, why
was it npoeseary to esparate than from the white girls, house them
in one building and sepamte them in the Dining Roma?" To which he
replied, "that was the ammy poliey,” and he refused to answar say
further questions as to who directed that policy or from whom he got

instructions te so handle them,
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Captain Xennedy, August 2lth, when discussing the uatter
of segregation at the post with me sitated that these Hegro ;irls
knew "what the palicy of the army was" before ticy came to Fort Des
Moines, end that they, therefore, came with that wderstanding, That
the "policy of the army™ was he did uot state,

In my opinion Colonel Faith is administrating his post with
the minimum of segrepation consistent with his interpretation of
"army policy.”

However, I desire to make this observation; I mow of no
rederal Law that requires the segregation of legroes in the Army.

(As I understand it, the WAACS mre an auxiliary thereof,) The State
Lawe of the State of Iowa directly prohitit the segregatiorn of Negroes
in eating places. There is nc State Law in Iowa, requiring the
separate housing of Negroes nor is there any State Law in Iows, re=
quiring separate reoreationsl facilities for Hegroes,

It is to be noted that the army purports to justify its
segregation of Hegroes in southern training camps to con‘omm to State
law, It is difficult to understand how vioclation of Stete Law in
this camp is justified, I do not have access to oomplete army regula-
tions, but seriously doubt if there are any Federal Laws that justify
segregating these Hegro girls at Fort Des Holines,

CONCLUSIONS:

In the conduct of this investigation, I have been given

every cooperation and assistance by Colonel Faith; Captain Kennedy,




Director ci’ Public Relstions; ond Gaptein Stillman, Captain of the

First Company; includir; the right %o interview the Hegrs Zirle;
and the conclusione reacied i, tnlis repory are Hased o my personal
observatic. s frowm the opening of the cap to date, from my almost
daily couversations with Captain ilemnedy and from interviews with
the Negro 7asls ilenselves,

A renDIXs

for the purpose of facilitating <his in;dry I prepared

&7 =-umitted to Colonel Faith ani tc members of the Eegro WAACs the

following questions; and the answers of the Hegro ¥A4Cs as followa:
1, In being seated in the Jining itoom does the Third
Flatoon of the First Company logieally fall in the

southwest cerner of the Dining Hall or are they
definitely eeated there?

Regro OCs: RNo, the Third Platoon does not logieslly
fall there. It is purposely seated there.

Are 8ll of the other companies houged Irom left to
right beginning with the First Comparny ?

Rezro 0Cs: No.

3« Do the Negro girls use the big recreational room on o
the left hand side coming in just north of the chanol?
(Recreation Hall No. 1)

Hegro 0Cs: No,

L. Do Hegro officer cendidates command the entire Campany

in their regular turn or is their chance to so cormend
circumseribed because they are Hegroes?t

Regro 0Cs: Yes, They take their regular turn, no cire
ocumseription,
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S5e¢ Are Hegro girls allowed to use Ghe swimming pool as
other girls are allowed to use it or is thers &
specified period set eside for thex to use it?

lepro OCo: Sams of the offlicer candidetes claim
to have swam at the same time with
white girla. It is gemerslly agroead
that swimming io held by companiss, but a
specisl period is allotted for the
Hegro girls alone.

6e Are Hegro girle rmde to fesl, either by direot state=
ment or By inforence, that e spocisl concession is
being made to them in permitting then to ettend this
sochool ?

Begro st Yes. The white girls arc made to feel
the same,

7e Are Hegro zirls ellowed 4o use the canteen and tle
oowling alleye without restrictioms based on their
cclor?

Nogro OCe:  Yos.

Be. Are Negro zirls segregated in all cle~e rooms end do
they drill in segregeted groupa?

Hegro UCs: LHoe They are sogregated in no class
rooms, and there is no segregation at
drill,

9, M ell instances wiere Lhe catire corpeny paraces are
Bogroes always in the rear?

Fegro 0Ce: Bo, -

104 Are white girls pemitted to visit one another indis=
eriminately end Negro girls probibited {rom so doing?

Hegro Oop: Negro OC8 have bsen vigited by white friends
end vice versa,.

1l. Do the instructore in conduoting classes refer to
"razor-carrying Hegroes,”" oi tell Wegro jokez ambarrass-
ing to the Nepro WAACE?

Hegro OCs: They have never heard any kind of Hegro
Jjokes




12, Are any of the camp fecilities, recreational or
othervise deniel use by Yegroses?
Hegro 20s: There ls one recrsttional coeiter Jor
Negroes and one recreational center for
whites,

13. Are zny subjects beirz tausht .maveilable to the
Hegro WAACE?Y

Hegro OCs:i lio.

/8/ TiAS. P HOTARD

CPH/j

’
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