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Dunjee, Editor of the Oklahoma %n? toh, To ses in the deep South men

peing trained together and assoc %ﬂ each other on a plane of complets ,
demoorecy preves that human beings do get along together {f they are pamitted to

Jnow each other as humen beings and fellow Americans.

 The situation at Fort Des Moinss, Iowa, where the W.8.A.C,. officers are’
veing treined, when campared with the situation at Fort Sill, ropresents a dis-
heartening contyast., Thare was every reason to expsct an evan more demogratic
atmosphsre than at Fort Sill. .The oamp 48 in the North where attitudes toward
the Negro are not orystallized into s pattern of dissrimination and segregation.
The project was new and did not carry & burdsn of treditional policies toward
_Negroes. The women represented a highly selected. group. They had been recruited
voluntarily and, therefore, right be presumsd to have ainsare dsvotion to the
jdeals for which the war is being fought. Yet, with al} of these fmotors present,
sonditions at Fort Des Moines are decidedly less democratis, and are infinitely more
busiliating to the Negro officers, than in an older post located in a Southern
state. In my opinion, the segrégation whish I obsexved there id not only un- _
American and contrary to the apirit of national unity, but is also absolutely un~
necessary and artifically fostered, ) .

That the WA A.C. officers’ training cemp {8 not living up to the demoorstic |
possibvilities examplified at Fort 5411 is evidenced by the following facts. Although
Negro and white W.A.A.C.'s bave thaty meals in the same hall, the colored women are N
segregated at separate tables. White woman who, for reason of friendship or con~
venience, have wished to ea¥ with their Negro campmagtes have been peremptorily or-
dered sway from the "coloxed" tables. Colored and white women are housed in saparate
_quarters., Sepurate hours have been set fox the use of tho swimming pool. Recently
a colored sarvice women's ¢lub has beéen sat up. The separate service clubs have
been declarsd out of bounds for women of the opposite rece.

__Ons of the most glaring aspeots of disorimination has been menifest in the
assignment of of ficers upon greduation, wWhile all of the white officer candidates
graduating in the first olass have besn assigned to regular posts, most of ths
Negro gradustes are still working at duties usually assigned to non-comuissioned

designation of the Negro women as parishs who must not assocfate with their white
fellow officers upon a basis of squal status, ) -

It is my sincere belief mtumh ducumuén is unnecessary. The expsrié
ence at Fort 8111 would suggest this conclusion. Further fmots fyon the Des lioines
situation substantiste it. Permit me to ¢ite hare a few ineidents:

- I was told of onms occasion when the golored W.A.A.C.'s wens to the swimming
pool at the hour sllotted them a number of white WeAohoOo's vemained in thw pool for
some time into the hour assigned to the ocolored officers. When the whites showed
po intention of leaving, one of the 00lored Wod.A.Ce's told them that it was the
time for the latter to swinm. The whits women in the pool, anong whom, I s
were ssveral Southern women, invited the 00107ed W.Aii.Ce's 0 come on in % swin, .
They swam and bad & pleasant time together. Azt when news of this desms kmows, 1
e informed thet an order was issued forbdidding white and eolored W.A.A.C.'s Vo owin
Wrwmwmnﬂmwjmimtxu-dﬁnmuunhﬂ.
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