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Report of Trip to TFort Dix October 30, 1949

A committee from the New Jersey Chapter of The National Cﬂ*‘“*kléiﬁ
fesOTIMCI®h of Nerro ™omen visited Tort Dix of fhis date. The follow- -
ing is the summéfy of our ooservationa.

¥hite WAC unit consists of one officer and twenty one enlis;ed
Ipersonnel. They are housed in 2 wire enclosed cantonment area consiste
ing of two barracks .each with a minimum capaclty of f%#y ,ersons, a

day room and a mess hall. The barracke are the open .1oor type with

two separa*e rooms on each floor. One barrac is closed because of

1ack of personnel and the othwer has space for ap;rox;ma*elv trirty

more WACs. Beeaame of the amall 51;8 of the detachment, it is messed

by the 9th Division MP unit. The aresz-is sown with gfass, very neat in

appearance, located within the center of the.:ost well lighted éur-

roundin.-s, end patrolled by an MP security ruard. o
The Colored WAC unit consists of two oLflcers ‘nd seventy-one

enlisted personnel. It is quartered in the Range Road cantonment area —

ap roximately two and a half miles from the Post Hezdquarters, the "1

Ploce of assignment for the enlisted pe“sonnel They are transported

dailv by buses. They are housed in quarters formerly occupied by offi-

_cers of the 365th Infantry who were shifted to the North end of the
. Renge Road whenwtﬁe WACs came. Acrows the narrow street “rom the WAC
o R unit is the Pirst Battalion, 335th Infantyy. There =re three;bachelor
of ‘icer barracks type buildings, a mess hall, -and 'a former officers
club comprising tﬁe-colored WAC arem. The enlisted personnel have
" individual rooms, Eight enlisted men from Detachment 2(Colored, )

' K
1262 ASCU, have been assigned to the unit to operate the unit mess.

vith -
. : . talkedithe commandlng 0fficer who is a member of the Na on

- CounUIi‘gi;ﬂeg:o_Mnmnn.muegobaerved that ‘the enltstad*personnai*

was pleaaed to~have—the enllsted men -operating
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enlisted gersoﬁﬁel weze mainly 18 to 20 and the problems of

beinc so close to the combat unit, and their own adolescent problems

were men:. The captain did state that s“e was trying to hsve g bed

cheek at ni-ht because the 5irls had been sleepins on the Jjob and

comy lalnts were i.:de bv the o;ilcers. It seems that it 1s not the

policy now in wac dertachments to h- ve bed checks . - this lesbes

the oificers open to lack of cooperation andg- low morale in the

enlisted personnel,

The 365tn Infantry rormevrl- "uarded the .area, but at the -

request of the o.ficer, Mp's were z8siened. =8 sec‘r1+y ~uards. The
- ——-preer-of the instslTlations 1s not 119hted and it is too close to male
units; The fact thst all Neﬁro bersonnel were assi-ned to one area
lent itsel?f to aroducing lnefficlency and created grest disciplinary
Pproblems. ) '

- e feéi:that the;verv fact of tie serreated area which is
nowa s "BRot town ", "Nigrer Arez"presents oroblems of 1ow moral&
and trhat t-ere wﬁr no-incentive to do other than the minimum re-
quirements. T - e ’ R

Ve know tnst any o0 ficer is helvless 4f combattine the
larger prodblem of deNregatlon in the army. From a conversation
= wzth three o ficers, we wers! informed that there were no longer
any white officers living in the oificers barrac <8 0 the 365th Inf
- The” areg is to houqs Hegro troons excluslvelj N The troops from

Camp Kilmer are to be transferrod to t‘is area They are not

free to talk for fesr of belng declared surplus, euan.:hnugh:lhe

duty assignments tere with very small groups of men with dutv assingmes -

-on Saturdav mornings end often Sunday but that units of the 9th Inf.

Division had the" veek-ends free.

- The Range Road Area is very depresslng. It 1s imnoilible to ' ' ,‘ o

ﬂhe nearest

reach it by foot slnce it is four mlles from the entrance.
i )
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troop area is one and a half miles away. All tyves of recreational i
facilities sre provided with the apparnt deslgn of rend erlnr 1t
unnecess- 'ty for Ne ro personnel to req-ire goins on the main post.
There is a branch of the officers clib, an en isted men's club,
A * a service club, théctre, bo lin: alley, tennis courts
recreztional halls, and a caapel. No &ﬁite troops are

quartered in the area. There were a nurber of vicant buildin s .

o V,ébsnrxed.W!hisvasm%?ae7~elsc"ofuthe”mﬁiﬁfpéffion 07 the gost.
' -The dilemms is pointed to the pattern of the segregated
- crmy If Fort Dlx were in Mississippi, the excuse would be "the
traditions of the people®, Ye have struﬂéled long énd hard for
our Civil Rizhts Bill in the state of New Jersey, and it is

‘ against the laws of the state for discrimination.

Submitted by Hortense R. Tate
President N.J. Chapter

National Council of Nesro
- Women -
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