


In a memorandum to Chief of Staff H.R. Haldeman, White House staff member John McLaughlin lists four points in President Richard M. 
Nixon's favor in the upcoming presidential election: (1) his competence; (2) his reduction of crime and drug addiction through innovative 
programs; (3) his peace initiative in Vietnam; (4) his successful stewardship as president. McLaughlin also lists four attack points which could 
be applied to Democratic candidate George McGovern: (1) his inexperience and incompetence; (2) his efforts to decriminalize marijuana, and 
his proposed defense budget cuts; (3) his divisiveness; (4) his radical, leftist positions. White House, 8 Aug. 1972. U.S. Declassified Documents 
Online, link.gale.com%2Fapps%2Fdoc%2FCK2349674947%2FUSDD%3Fu%3Droosesc%26sid%3Dbookmark-USDD. Accessed 9 Dec. 2025.


